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John Wiftans Gilbert 



Silent a o r h o r s BIB lOMrtlut a- effectixe in their methods as 

thorn ml peulj aaVooate ; , grran Tin open arorkfln are 

known more, their mumi oobm bflforc Um pubtte mom ooaspleuottaty 
lor botk eoMMeadatloa aid erttieisni. frafltkoBglrl can boast 
hsBiaMrabk silent ajorkers. M'n ami wow*** who do all they can, 

in tli. ii -elected Nva.\. to further the interest* of lil.cni li-m. »nd 

bom bars i ■ found man sturdy, true, and rsally d. v<»te<i to 

Freedom of Thought, thai Johi w . Qtlbert, of Kik Park, Mud, 

Nebraska. 

• Hi. mi Wiiiiin- (.ill, ,n i- oM ol thoss -i in «1\ pioneers, who ad 
in- ii|m.ii the sentimental. Md yt practical adv ice of Horace Or— ly, 

• \M-in wast" tad |rm up with tka soaatry. in fact he helped to 
trials.- Um aouatrj urn* and bj Um faroa of hi- labor! mental and 

maiMiiil. it -iiuplv bad to grow. Hi i- an enthusiastic loTOT Of 

Nature and faui) rarek in tha braolai ah" o! Um morning, lie 

ttVM in UM sun-hine. II.- i- a lover "I animal- ami while hsd*Jgl&g 

in banting lor i»ij. r faato, bo, unlike m..st banters, s/bo bilk for UM 
aako of killing, bo trlss to capture hi- bbbm alive and lake- it 

t«» hi- li..m« . It i- no u m-om uion light to -.«• | initnl m-i- .,f antelope 

graafaf auJetlj oa tin- prairie gra - on bk farm, while ba had an 
haaMMo park ooastracted ami fsaosd in with a higb fsaaa to bald 
a aajHber of oik hnon which bk BMgaiftoooi oountrj koBM, Bk 
Parte, derive- it- name. At orery opportunity bo ha- taken pains 
to eilightei the oommuoity in which he lives and it is a safe 
assertion that in* kaowi not oa enemy in Saline .uuntv, Elk 

wife ikarod in hi- I 1 1 1 • • 1 1 1 1 1 opinion- hut he bad Um misfortune' 

to i».>e bar by doatb, a tew Mantis ago, a aad blow t.» blai, ami oaa 

ft which bi ll -low in rc.-ov .-i \ . Mm- w.i- his lit,'- Ifght, bk 

boaii'l graai joy, ami the on.- I.einy upon whom he hud showered 

a wealth of leva ami iMjooti affsstioay 

in the raini ol John w . Gllbaft, Bowo Um old Parltai Mood, 
lie oaaM <»f an original ESagliok itook. The t emu-it y aad vigor of 
thoss hardy pioaaon who loaded on Plymoutb Rook May bo Bound 
in the poraoaal eharaeteristiei ol titi- ibinniulaal fait aid of run 

Blag in the direct MB of I'uritan id< as hi> mind took the other 
ailraUM Bad losing lie- good there wa- in men and things, he 
baOBBM tolerant ol the rights of OikON and •trBBOBsly insisted 
upon OBjoyiag hi- own. Mi- principal urrapofl was kindness. Witt 
ktadaon he won all who knew him for friend... Hi- roggod, bOBBal 
heart would not permit an UBOBarltabli view- of other human batagl 
and hi- aoigbbOTI MOkod t" him for th.M QpnaiH ild :olvi.e in 
pUbUo and pri\ate i.tlair- whi.li M BMBJf fooid "f gr*a< value. So 

aalvfTiaUj aai he kaowa ami admired, -o K-p.-cted i, §rai aow, 

that -tan. laid BXWfcl Ilka Morton- lli-toi\ ,,f Nehraska. felt it 
aOOMOarj to BO him ample ju-t iee and a«.-i. dit him with laheral 
opinion-, as aiatfaajBMbod Hon. (Nrtbodoxy. l-rom tint lli-t(,r\ Ml 

quaio a. follows tor Um kalian «-f tblf bfagrapbyi 

Joba Win;in^ QUlerl i> a Nobraskl plaioor RBd a retired 
farm, r of Saline oovity. II- wa- bOTB in Dark.- OOUBly, Ohio. .Inly 
II, 1840. M.- wa- a s,,„ of JoBBI and UmJm \N in ui- Qilbort. Th- 

Ollborl family OBBM I I'.mjl.md in the tin f QottOI Math.r 

and -.ttl.d in New KagMlH frOM wh.-nee tbfl MOMbom emigrated 
and drlfttag to Otier part- ol America bollt BOB bOBMK a< dill'erent 
place-. Mr. GQaOft'l graai grandfather wa- killed bj 'lories and 

Indian- oear Harrioburg, Paaa^ylvaaia, -i\ awitbi baforo bk 
araadfatbor a-ai bora. Hi- fatbei aai bora in Bbelbj County, Ohio, 
1810 aad hi- mother. Louisa Wiaana, wa- born in N'ea Jaraay 
1816. in Um iprlag ol 1MB Mr. Qilbort, with hi- fatbtr and Motbor, 

and lis.- llotori, .ti.rt.-d \\.--t from Ohio and MttM in th.M portion 



of Nobraakl now known a- Saline county, where his father died 
in lst;-_> at the agi oj JZ \ear- and hi- MOibaf also died in 1873 at 
tbfl Bg of 7#; \ears. They were lairied in i he same -pot and at 
their head of their Matfaaj pBlflfl itflBdl a monument upon which 

i- oagravad tka follow in- oxpreaoirfl rona, apoaad by the father 

ju-t two .lays heforc bfl died. It reads: — 

'Think of paaoa of Rfty yaara, 
Of lives devoid of btlUak faarai 

Died without fear of m, m 1s Ol ^bofltfl, 

Ot heave, or hell with all their BOatO." 

Mr. OUbflrl aaoalrad tka ilaspk ru<llmeatfl of an education in 

one of the old fa-hioiie.l. count rv. log .. hool houses. He ntt.'uded 

tbk institution ol Maralag for tine tour month- aaak aiator 

until he r. ached hi- majority when In- had to abandon it for 1 he 
-l.-rner duties ami realities of life. .\i this time hi- family MBfl 

rarj | •. At the ago "f thlrtj In yaari Mr. QHbar4 retire<i from 

active work up<»n the farm ami rented his land t.. t n.nt-.. OM of 
whom ha. bflflB with him for more tkll twenty years. lieinj 

mked in tha raggod atateailMrfl of : . fraatlar ttfi Mr. GMIbaH 

hecame a natural hunt.-r and is n..v an cut liusia-t ic lover of 
aaimal-. hoth wild and dome-tic. Sonc year- aye he fenced in a 
fortv acre tTBOt which he stocked with dflflr and elk. This small 
trot h hnprOTfld from time to time, adding thereto, until his pari. 
BOmpriflflfl eventy live acre-. MMlOOfld with a woven wir« fence, within 

which raagfl fortj baad of . ik. aaar aad bttffalo, aafo, arutaab l and 
■aaitortd frnn tka guni >•( knatan aid iportsntfla. TbU |nrk ami 

his ttoak of wild animals afford Mr. Gflbarl nu.'h sincere jdcasure 
Bid the place i- made a |M>int of int.-r.-t l.y the pfloplfl for njlffl 
around. 

Mr. Cilhert wa- one ol the original ..ryani/crs of Salim camly. 

Me am it- Irat ■eeflfor ami bk father wa- a Moaibflr of tka Irat 
board ol County Qoaualflflionora, Mr. Uilltert aasi aarrad a term ai 
Couatj CommiflflioBar aad aai thai okoted Reproflflatatin of hi. 

di-trict in the State l.e-i-latuie. Althomjh it is ,„,| „ matter of 

eompiete kJatorka] raoord, it i- baUarad ka was ■ Maasbor of tha 
Uraad Jurj urniek found an indictment agakaat Ularlst 9radrn, 

the notorious preacher, for an offfllflfl whi.li wa- afterwards 0OBV 

promised and lettled nithouf pro-tecutioi. \t ao tim- in nil lonj] aad 

Dflflfttl life wa- Mr. Oilbflti ever a iiicml.er of any ehurch »>r 
-e. r, t society. His sole idea of religion, as he BO kapplly BX|»mam 
it. wa- the practical a[»plicati..n of the ..•olden nilfl llld to w hi ok 
he h is faithtull.v adhered. II. j- botk philant kropl it and philos- 
oph.r. a stem lover ol Nature ami .-an - . , in all thlagl 

arovad him li<' wa- aiarrlad to Miss Martha llofcbouer, . f Ohio, 

in ls«;-_>. s,,e wiliim/ly left parent! and lii-ie'- to -hue >vitn htm 
(he peril- ami dangers of frontier lite, all patlOBtly endure 1 fl|| 
the hard-hip- thu- l lip oafld and her in . pi-! C0Ura|M an I lu iverv 

Were often put to t ||. —\ e|e-t te-t She WH > I • ' • 1 1 1 . lit I V Ml k100)A 

iii the du- ...it. which ooastituted ber home, while h.-r husband was 
detained for a Bight, and a day. at the mill, or Idacksmit h's shop. 

MBifl mih- distant, Bar aoarost aatghbar wa- halt a mil.- away 
and will, no Dthet companion than a faithful dog sha had her 

murage put to ti tvereaf t.-i oritk in.n.iu.iim.' hands of boatlk 

lodiam scattered ovei the plain-. Mr. and Mrs. Qilbarl had bo 
children <•! thaii owi hut th.-v havo adopted and rearad two --'i.i- 

who nr. todav ;. monument to I heir love and dflVOtioi and a credit 
in any ■Ofl l o ty . 
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i RELIGION IN THE NAVY | 



Facts that Show the Certain Decline of 
Chaplains Among Uncle Sam's 
Jackies. 

(By One W ho Kbowi.] 
i have just gleaned i harvest ol peculiar 
Information, a luoeint account of which, I 
believe, n ill Interest your readers. 

in i recent trip to the aaatern ooaet I 
visited one «.i ..\n new war -hips, which wan 
lylng In the Boaton Navj Yard, and while 
questioning i sailor concerning the dally 
drill* and occupation ol the blue Jacket, my 
attention was attracted by the paailng of an 
officer. I noticed I ■ilver eroei pinned to the 
collar of hi* coat, and esked to what rank 
lie belonged. 

•lack- imiled and replied j "Oh, that* 
father (/Gorman, our chaplain." I was -nr 
priced for a moment as I bad forgotten that 
a man <»' war oarried luch peraonage, and 
I remarked ;•- much to my new acquaintance. 
"Yea,* 1 wid he, "an navies osrrj them, hut 
not in such quantitici os formerly. Perhaps 
yoti may remember that the Bpaniih Armada 
of lass, contemplating the conquest of Eng- 
land, bad on board twenty pris<ti to each 
•hip] and. alao, yon might Incidentally reoot 
let that the fate of that expedition eould 

hardly have been WOTM had Pope BCXtUi \ 

ouraed instead of blesaed it 

'We have a Cay Head Indi.in. who is a 
I.e., it -wain - mate on board this ship, ami DC 

my* 'hat had the dagoes only had one priest 
t.. twenty ship. In Uen of the reverse, they 

might have >t I a little show; hut as it 

was. they were handicapped from the start." 

the Indian actually believes our chaplain 

brings us had luck. Me was growling, only 
last evening, that we had hove up nothing but 
foul snchon ever lines the »ky pilot had been 
sboard; ami lying right on the Ashing groundi 

last week, when every craft ah'. lit II- ST| 

catching all it could handle, not ;i single hsn 
would bite ;i I k from tin- -hip." 

And docs your Indian friend think all this 

i- accounted for by the chaplain's presence 1 
•lie know- i /• laughed Jack. I then bagged 
him to tell me shout the religion of the people 
in the aavyj ami h. Mtounded me with the 
amount of information he seemed to poceoc i 
on the lubjeot and by hi- fie, snd easy man 

ner of explaining the degi t unbelief in 

which these men sre saturated. 

lie bagai with: "YOU are not one of thoSS 

gt ntlemen of the pan, who write for the Sun 

dav papers, nro you? I don't like to talk to 
tln.se people for they alwav- -jet ones remarks 

twisted." I secured him that, ihonld I ever 
have occasion to quote anything with which 



he might favor me, it would be to the letter] 

and he sent inued. 

"I believe the real religion of the count rj 

at huge i- exactly on a par with OUT pietj 
in the navy. ( onceriiin.' the bitter I can 

give you the few bald facte that are plainly 
evident to ns all. We have now in commie- 

-ion two hundred -hips that earrv guns, 
shout fifty tu^s and tenders not armed, and 

thirtj -hole -tat ions; all officered ami man- 
ned by ;i personnel, in round numbers, of 
eighteen hundred commissioned, ami lis bun 
dred warrant, canast a , thii ,\ -i\ thousand 
blue jackets nnd eight thousand eight bun* 
died marines. 

Attending to the spiritual wants of these 
forty -even thou-and two hundred people, air 

twenty four chaplain-, fifteen of whom are 
attached to shore station-. 

"In proportion to the personnel, we need 

to have five time-, a- inanv chaplain- a- now, 

hut we are a progressive Institution and 

there are m> lines along which improve- 
ment- are not being i"' hed fbrwnrd for the 
benefit of the le i y l e e. Prevloui to |ejg onl] 
protestsat ministers had been enrolled upon 
the naval roster] hut during that year ;i 
catholic priest was ocenmissioned j ami I am 

now gohsg to make a prediction that will 

strike you a- rather peculiar, hut I will ex- 
plain to you my method of deduction later. 

-After five yean there will be no protestant 
chaplains entering this branch of our service] 

and tin- will he the rea-on: the navv i- an 

organisation ohTlcered am! conducted by brains 

ahility ami experience, There are certain 

naceasarj improvements being const antlj in 
troduced the utiiit\ of which must he ex 
perlmentally demonstrated Perfectly pic 
oiae ami accurate descriptioni ire K«*(»t of all 

-t:li;es of t he-e e\ perililelil -. ami the fecold- 

of the inme eo promulgated throughout the 
service, that rahs sl ess observations are 

never repeated not the -am- mistake made 

twice. 

"Some things in our navy, that were \er\ 

Useful in the past so useful that thev were 

almost sacred -have, when their Usefulness 

became seriously impaired by modern eondi 
Hons, i u extremely difficult of eradication 

OWlng to the sentiment MirroUttdlng them 

Bvea our officers of eoknowledged talent. 

skill and diplomatic dexterity, have I n 

obliged to handle with grnat care, one of these 
relies of sntiquity, in order not to far the 
delicate sensibilities of those good iouIh who 
ii\e in th.« nark past and tremble in con 
templet ion of the dim future 

"There was | time in the life of OUT navy 

when the great majority of its enlisted force 



was unable to read, or even to think, for 

themselves, of things beyond the horlaon el 

their dally routine. Their knowledge of 

everythrag, exterior to the pale of their 
persona] observations, wss legendary] and 
their Intelligence was warped by an hnUi 
criminate sbsorption of incredible folk lore. 

"It i- -elf evident that iioihin*_ r but a stutc 

of deplorable Ignorance could seeompaay roeh 
conditions; ami a- Ignorance snd nuper* 
•tition are twin — alwayi travel hand in hand 

— the chaplain was. in those dav-. a verv 

necessary adjunct. I'm, thank- to the con 

stittttioi of .,ur glorious inheritance, the 

mimis of our youths have been developed and 
expanded t<» act and investigate. The dor 

mant. faculties of a past, generation, over 

which 'i f a little learning' held undis- 
puted sway, sre mostly buried in the century 
lately closed. There Is a minute remnant 
remaining hut that fag-end of a kindly and 
knotty coil we are 'easing away handsomely. 1 
'The universally admitted fact that edu- 
cation improve- the piildic morals, develops 
love for law and order and in-pire- p e ep e d 

for the principles of discipline] nnd that the 
reverse pmducei the contrary, needs no rerl- 
Heat ion from me. a few years ago one of 
our observing youngsters in the navy in- 
marked to met "I Me hv the Army and \av v 

Journal that the uepartment i- very much 
concerned sbout the gr e at number of court 

martial punishments that have I n found 

necessary for the maintenance of discipline 
iii the navy] ami commanding officers are 
being called upon to nee their beat sansavore 
toward obviating this necessity. Now. i 

know one lure way in which ju-t eighty jm-i 
cent, of the-,, court martial offonCQS OM be 
obviated (as the Department calls it' and 

ru teii yon how: nd yon read the three 

last h>t- ot court martial order- from Wa-h 
IngtoUl Hoi well yog are not keeping up 
with the time-. I read them and copied the 
n. lines, hi the first hunch there were thirty- 
four: in the -econd. nineteen: in the third. 

thtrtj two. Mere is the lieglimlng of the 
Hsti O'Brien, Murphy, Collins, Kelley, 

Donmdlv. ami M on up to twenty-nine ot 
them: ami the second: Shea. Kivnn. Doolcy, 

Donovan, Flaherty, and the Hks up t.. four 

teCtt] am! the last; Mulcihv. OCrady. 

rfennesy, McDonough, Brennan, Casey, sad no 

change until it reaches twentv live. Now. if 

yon win cast your lightning calculator adriti 

among thase IgnreS for a minute you will 
learn, that when tue Navy Department isSUCS 
au order to -top ■hipping the Irish it will 

obviate just sighty per cent, of the present 

courts martial. ' 

• The measure proposed by mj young friend 

Was a rough and readv icinedx faff the evil. 

which would unnecessarily wound the self 

love and national pride of a da— of hai K 
nun who-,, only fault is ; , clinging to their 

early teachings that the) must let some one 

el-e stud.v. and examine, and think for them. 
While their own intellect is htbsmsthsg 
i ( out inued on pugl 15) 
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WHEN A PREACHER MUST PLEAD FOR 
THE PRIVILEGE OF TELLING THE 
TRUTH IT SHOULD AWAKEN THE 
INTEREST OF ALL. 



i By Harriet II 1 Hon I 

i a-k for freedom to preach the truth as 
in experiment , far two yean." 

The above aeeoaat of Um eapeeeeioa i>y 
Rev. WUttaai II. Babaeak, of Bayoaae, N. .».. 
appeared in the Chicago Record- Herald of 
February Fourth, in the real of our Lord, 
l!»ns. 

a pnaeber plea drag foa the arlttlaaa at 
telling the troth i- ■ ipeetaeU that ahomld 
aarakea the latenet of alL Dr. B ah e o ah baa 
beea la I ae ion lea of the Lord twantj yean 
and Bey a; "If i bad known .1- auieh about 
the niaiBtrj twoatj yean ago aa 1 do today, 
l aevef irould have put my head hi the 
m toee* 

F<»r tweaty hug yean tins M lfaa of God" 
baa* eceordiag t<» Ui own adnjaaloa. beea 
teachiag faiebood aad bow plaadi for the op* 
portuaity to tell the truth. Ba hai growa 
grey in the lervief of the shank of Chriet, 
beeeuae, bo doubt, an adapt in the eoaeeel 
in- iit of hi- humane and bettei aature, but 
be baa wearied 01 the deoeptioa aad kmgn 
to Imv ;i sill.* the load. Will hi- prayer be 
granted) So mon tbaa it he prayed to God 
tor deliveraaee. Mis only hop.- Ilea in aalf* 
relaaaa, which eaiaJh hareay t rials, the loai 
of lit*- knag friaada and the droppiaj of priaat 
ly pnetlgc, Raeapa if Bet *o taay after 
tweaty yean with 1 mj head hi the Booae/ 1 
end the Reverend Doctor deelam thai than 
an 1 real anay <>f Miaieten who M toag to 
■peek out aaa overatep the barrian thai 
nave been plaeed about thera. M STea, than 
aiea who poec ai the impenonatioa of truth, 
who oeeupy tBe poaitioa of ex en plan, who 
exhort the people to honest} theae arc the 
nan wh<» long to ipeak out" aad our oi 
whon now pleadi with that old proatitute, 
the ehureh, for a period of two yean la 
which to tell the truth. Ah. tueh 1 pitiable 
plight : 

This Indietrneat of Church methodi aad 
nienben li aa iadieatlon ol the din degeaer 
a» \ oi out time. Telling the truth would 
be the m..-t fatal thiag that eould befall 
the ehurehl) laatitutloa h 1 li i - "great army 
of praaahan who laag to ipeak out" should 

make ■aalf a »•«»> rted movement the n« 

-uit would be Irreaietible the death of dogma 
(net itabla. 

For Maturin the ahurah ruled Burope. 
she crown. .1 and aaaeeptcnd kiagi Bad m 

Of he 



wished. I'o ber adhenata aha -aid: "Coma 

Of BO,* 1 and they bowed in obeogBOOai Mil. 

mbekm. To her bubhIbb eha declared 1 ' No 
laterfenaai "ill ha tolemted." And well 
tbej knew it- menaced meaning. Mow tar 
have \ve progreaaad from that time? Then 
was physical tone applied as a penuaaiow 
and it wai a BVOBt ell. , Use agtat. Now H 
the Mime tone applied from a ilightlj dif 
rereat anglt — the bread aad butter eoaaidar 

ui. .ii -and in addition the Mental deterrent. 

the fear of load of poaitioa an. I ttJIuenot 

and no one hut afl heroic man can bra\e lUCh 

inevitable naulta. 

Dr. Babeoah -tat-- that 'the methodi of 

1 he lyeteu are practically tic same a- in 

1 be sixteenth oaatury." 1 wonder doea be 

realin what lueh a charge carries with it? 

Thle aeeertloB of the Reverend gentleman 
give* mi Hueh eoaeern, for lixteeath oaaturj 
ehureh Bwthodi in politin do Bot differ bm 

terially from our own. and if the truth were 

1..I1 about the Intrigue and tynnny in aeele 
diastieal oouncila, the chicanery ami duplicity 
..f delegates, the ereduloui Ignorance of eon 

-titmnt- and the manner in which they are 

rounded up and robbed if the truth wan 

told about these thin-- by the partiei 

pante, than would he iuch a diailluaioameBt 
aa would make Impouible a longer reiga of 
religioui ra n egaoea. 

B} all mean- let UI have the truth. Not 

on the Inatatimeat plaa of two year-, but 
on.. ,,f perpetuity. pTor would we bava halt 

truth-. bU the whole truth in all it* nakd 
ne-- and deformity. Infidels have for loBg 
thruat their pens into the ■y at eBaVi vitals, 
hut beiag 00 the "outftlde" and in return aa 

viciously attacked bj thoae on the "iaalde" 

their work, of nece--it\. bai I" en -low, hut 

they have nt in motion the thought aurreate 
in thi- miaieter'a brain which resulted la his 
ery for freedom to ■peak the truth. Ration 
aheta have beea ridueuled aad reviled for 
diacreditiag tupentitfoui fablea. Thej have 
beea deaerted and defamed oy Meads. 'I hey 
have beea oetraafaed aad anathenmtiaad by 

ehriatiaai and doomed to perdition by popes. 

but they have penieted in the work of tell 

Ing the truth, and the church methods whieh 

have not ehaagad ■laei the 16th century. 

according to Doctor Babcoek, have with gM 

■rameata] laaotioa, throttled fna speech and 

pnu and today martyrs many suffer for 
their principles, and 1 he curtailment of BOB 

atltutknaal rlghta i< eoatiauad regardlaaa of 
protect, When the righta of peecablc ns 

-emld.\ and to Ire Bpeech and pre--, ■n p poaed 
to DC -ecured to the whole people by the gUBT 

ante.- of pavaaajaaaat have beaa nvaded, 



■hould we exj t thi- ehrhitiaa ooaeort <>i the 

state i.. -rant t«. the Individual "permieeioa 

to tell the truth?" No. it should not 1 x 

pected, tor oenturieB of Btruggfe have shown 

tint every conce-ion to t ne common pBOfla 

I,.- beea ameted from ihe laatitutloa amid 
the piooe prataati and agaiaat the laaaataat 

opposition of the prie-thood. 

Here is my hand. Dr. Babcoek, come out 

from a mAn al the rellgioua anndicanta ami 
joia the throag of truth tellers. Exhale 

from your life the mu-t\ air of the tomb and 

inhale the Inspiring dnught ol independaace 
Do not aah permieaioB of the church to tell 

the truth, hut walk out and tell it. A martyr! 

well not? i ;n t for the Meriaeei of our 
aaceaton we would in rery truth he in the 
Idth century of degradation aad de-pair. 

Tell the truth] llie rank and tile of the 

Rationalist army nlute you. 



WHY PEOPLE FEAR GOD 

HOW THE BRICKS ARE MOLDED FROM 
WHICH THE GOD BUILDERS GET 
THEIR RAW MATERIAL. 

i Bj John P. Clarke) 

in makiag Uod, the Chriatlami gave free 
rein to the Imagination and let it run riot. 
Whenever a fellow had a BideoUB dream. 

and remembered tome particular horror ot 

the dnam, that horror was need as ■ briek 
in God bulldlBg. After a while they got to 
■biveriag at the thlag that the. 1 had conjured 

up and they became a Qod rearing Beet. 
Whenever an atroeJouB act waa eommltted, 

ami it was up to the attrOCCa to got his 
^'oo<| knocks with itOBCB, he claimed that God 
told him to do the act M a ptOUfl BCOOn 

pllahmeat. if tie was put to the teat he |)ad 
-o miraculoual] that it waa conceded that 

nothing BOOrl of Omnipotence could stand for 
the act. to Ood <_.ot another fiat her in Ilis 
holy cap. The I'a 1 1 ia rchica 1 family put a lot 

of itufj mto the Cod laaage. Abraham 

tailed to Cod ami Ilis mOBBOngen. lie turned 
Mr-. BagBT and her hrat out with his 

bleeeiag ami Bothiag alee to brouaa in the 
wilderaeea '•• apaaaae nod an I Mr-. Baria. 
who jot gay ami proud at jji\ lag birth at 
four -core. Aba got credit for fearing Qodi 

hut Saral WM she. who pulled the wires, 
and Ahe danced as -he whi-tled. Then 

Abraham took tittle Ike up on the mount ami 
goiag to fear Uod some more, hut his heart 

failed him and he let Cod persuade him to 
-lay the knife A -oat wa- Bttbetitutcd and 
smelt louder to beaveaj and Cod was pleased 
with the aroma of Limit goat. The goat may 
have feared Cod. also, hilt it -jot BO BfUdlt 

for •aaythiBg hut ■mellrag good to a tmeii' 
th'u-t \ cod. Mr Isaac Patriarch, played hut 
a paaaiva put in the Qod fearbag bnaiaaaa, 

hut his wife wa- a dai-y. and worked the 
blind man. .Fake put Cod tip to a lot of 
wrinkle- and God Btood tor them: BO that 
when we hear of the "Cod of Jacob" We 
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know that it is the. real thing ll the lord 
line. 

Mr. I.ahan w.is | ilde-wl Iff and hud 

Godi of hie own, but he loot then in the end 
"I the deal with Jacob and God, -lake played 

God ror ring-etreaked cattle and other "ring- 
lag in** in tin- sio.-k line end 'Cud worked 
in a mystsrkmi maanelr Mis wonders to per* 
form" as the roundabout way in which La- 
baae Gods foreook Laban end weal with the 
Kolj alliance. I.al.an had eaate to fear Cod 
and I lod'i h< nesty .<i-". Bo had Beau, .vs 
long artielee are not -nit t,» the Blade, 
l will make thii in Installments. 



A PASSING HAIL 

Lei us rot onreehree ;i Ml I 
Wort} wave your hand to it — 
Kiee your finger tipi and imlle 

It farewell a little while. 

Wean are tin' weary way 
We have oorae from Ysiterday, 
Let n- ii.t not, Initeadi 
01 the weary way ahead, 

i et ii- paaae and eateh oar breath 
on the hither tide of death, 
While we Me the tender ihooti 
Of ii„. iraaaee no( the roota 

While we ye( luck down— eaH up— 
i" teak «>ut the batteiwaa 
And t ll.- dalay v\ here they i i\ i 
0*er the green home <»f the grave 

iii M- Li nnch ii- iioool hly on 

I be "ft billows of the lawn, 
And drift out acres* the main 

01 «.ur ehUdlsb. dreamt again i 

Voyage off, btnaath the trees, 
O'er the Beld'i pncihented loan, 

Where the UlUei an r sails. 

And our eea*galle, nightingales i 

Where BO wilder storm shal beat 

Than the wind tii.it wave* the wheat, 
And n.» ten peel buret above 
The old laughs we need to lovei 

i.o-e ail troublee gala releaae, 
I aagor, and exceeding peace, 
Cruieing Idlj o'er the vaat, 

Calm mid ..(van ol the Past. 

let ns rest ourselves a bitl 

Worry- -wave yonr hand to it — 

Kiee your lager tip, and smile 
It farewell a litte while. 

—.Fames w hitcomb Riley 



Religion is an Older to obtain heaven by 

begging) heeanee n would be too troubleeonte 

to Bam it. The prleate are the brokers for 
it. Schopenhauer. 



Its Devotees Cannot Claim Freedom and 
Independence Whilo Their Thought Is 
Governed by Precedent. 



(By Dora BuokhoUtd 

What do p.op|e mean by calling t hem 
selves Liberal Christ iaaaf 
h it poeeible that any orthodox person 

can claim to be Liberal and retain his Of bar 

orthodox itaading in ahareh! 

One notlteahle and -trikin<; fact, in 

modern orthodox elrelea, i- that oa every 

hand, where any Independent thought ha* 
managed to creep into the mhunhoa, we hear 

■o m e Christinas eaeJalatj 'we allow yon 

yonr own OfjailO B e N leave ns in peae. to 

paraae oar "ay ae dletated by oar ooa« 

Viol ion-.*' 

Pro U a truly liberal standpoint ,boW many 

of them are really pereonal eonvietlonal It 
i- -ate t<. aeeaaM that by far* the greater 
number of their -o eaiicd eoavietloBi an 

borrow c.l Ideas, or have be. n forced upon 
them by primary religion- Instruction rOgU 
lated by the church. 

Very few Christians take t ho lib. rty or 
paint to do any independent thinking. Hey 
EWea refuse to think oat any one problem in 
their e.ul.. of conduct, or npofl their moral 
or reUgfcMM di-cipline. This is left wholly 
to the control of the leaders, their mental 

and moral ii Itors, and these ere blindly, 

unthinkingly, followed by men and women 
who <rn through life elalaiiag rellgloas 
lib. rty. 

I)., liberty, and freedom, mean ■ueh blind 
mr\ itude a* this? 

Surely not. 

Oceaeioaally, we lad niiaisteri and other 
roligioui leaden making bold itatementi ai 
lowing a greater personal freedom in the 
ohiirehae. They) an becoming* alarmed at 
the pragreee of Frcethought. These alios 
aneen are made, it would seem, to help in 
counteracting Fresthoughl by making ;> less 
striking oontrast between it. end I hrletinn 

service. 

These attitudes are assumed with original 
aim and expected ultimate result maintaining 

i he hold of the church and to preserve its 

itaading with the people by keeping the ad 
ranoing leaeratlone within Iti Influenee and 
better eoatrolttag those who* moral aatnres 
are ooatlanall) crying oat for a greater par 

•onal liberty. in a rtUgioua, "r orthodox 
sen c Il\ theee mean!, the monopoly on 
thought i- materially strengthen d . By mak- 
ing these small ooaoconJone, the olerg) are 

enabled t.i a pp ea r M being liberal and for 
a while longer the) may retain a firm hold 



upon their church follower-. 

We would ask, then, under such eireum 

■ taa eee , whethaf or not it i- pemlble to be 

I hue ( hii tian. when in reality the faith 
is founded Upon precedent and the chr^v 

an- permitted to govern the thought of the 
. lunch members 1 

History and philosophy aaye otherwise, 
Commoa tense isnjgoeto a negative snswsr, 

No t h oug ht can be free, even in a modified 

•eass, that is governed b) precedent and ruled 

by fable. Then is no liberal Chri tian 

Person! prof seeing t hriotfautlty maj be t.»i 
eraal and respectful of i he righte of nthen 

who do not believe with them, and in this 
-en-,, be liberal, but w her. their own Ihoaght 
is concern. '.I. th. v are n..t free and when the 
orthodox claim- an- mixed in thev are not 
ev.n liberal, tor they cannot be. 



FKEETHOUGHT SAVES. 

(By (i. w . rooiel 

Kre.thou-ht is the real Savior. When we 
make a man a Freethinker, we natd not trou- 
ble greatly about bfc palltlas, lie is nare 

,M |0 Kght in the main. lb- may tuistak- 
here or falter there but his tendency Will 
alwavs be sound. Thin ii i tliatJ free 
thinkers always vote, work and u-ht tor the 
POpukMP cause. Ihev have d*axafdsd the prin 
eiple of authority in i|„. heavens above and 
••u the earth beneath, and left it to t he 
( Oassrvatlve party, to which ail religionists 
b.don^r preeiSSly in proportion to the Offtho 

doxj o! their faith. hx«ihoughl gaee to the 

root. It reaches the intellect and the eon 

science, aii.i dosa not merely work at hap 

haxaid OH the surface ol our material in 
••lest, and party itfagglae. It aims at the 

deetruetioei of all tyraaay in injustice bj 
the sure methods of Invest inatioa and .lis 

euasloa and the free play of mind qsj cv.rv 
-ubject. It. loves liuth and Freedom. \t 
luins away Iroiu the false and -terile ideas 
<'f the kingdom of Qbn ami faces the truth 

»«d fruitful idea of the Republic of |fau 

W heii we have but the vv ill to do it. t hat 
very moment will justice be done; that very 
instant t v rants of the earth shall bite the 

dust: peter a>iopotkia. 



l et Us never forget that an a. t of l iBSM 

is of itself alwavs an act of h.ippiu.--. It 
i- the flavor of a loii',' inner life of jov sad 

ooateat ment i it t.-hs ol peaceful hours and 
dayi "ii the sunniest heights. \ n reward 
coming after the evnt ran eompaie w it h the 

■West rew a r.l that went with it. 
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Current Comment on Public Events 
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TOLSTOI'S GREATEST VICTORY 



Tin* cliiiit h i- BOB 

ressatful mood, but i 
hack ami issurs hi- 
hsnsfll ol tks ckurcb, 
i.uiiiii impulaet i hat 



after Tolstoi Not in a 
n an clloit to win him 

gfi ;i i influsncs foi 1 in* 
1 1 1 1 • • to tks kuaiaa! 
took kin out of the 
ohureh, Tolstoi i> rsportsd to hare tsorasd Um 
esslssiaatisa] advaasei ami rsfuesa t<» rssog 
nise tks symod bb bb Bntkorilj la CMbIIbi 

allair-. In Otbsf BfOfdi the UfBtk Catholic, 
church Of RUBBWi which BBODIBBinnkltod 

Tolstoi because ol hi- bBTBanttariaBfcna, now 

prOBOBSS Ml f — tOfS him to good itSBSllBf in 

tks syaod arltkout any advaase eoairag froai 

Tolstoi ami uiiconditionai. Tolstoi decline- Ul 
DO I part i. ij. inl ami BBS curl ly told » 1 • « * church 

th.it hi- rsstoratioa or Boa^iaatoratiaa hi i 
matter <>t absolute iadttTsreass to him an. I 
ks ksi plainly told tks skarsk laadsfi that 
ba regards klBtsoll wpsriot t<> tks BMmbsn 

ol the tyaod iu SVSrj w a \ . dBByiag "">' unt * 
all BBtkOfitjf OfSff him. 

Bttt tksrs \- i irhihrt+r motiv. bshtad this 
coaseaaioa, "i issmiag oobosssIoBi which the 
ckurek appears ar ill log Bad aaxioui to make 

in tks BBSS ol tks gTSBl llu- ian philan 
thiopi-t. At tks BfSSBBl moment Tolstoi is 
• •in oi the church ami ks faiih r uds in his 

iodepsndsBot. At tks bbjm tiats hi* baaa* 
raetloBi ha vs wob for him tkatoYsaad sstsssi 

ol hi«< Miff t in^ < i»iint i \ iiM-n. li i advanced in 

j an Bad tks and cannot ba rsrj far 

awa\. Tki church reali/c- all tail ami re 
ports -tat.- that the synod il anxiou- t«» N 

itors Tolstoi to tks akarsa baaaan "ks is i 
great and goad aaai and aai rBBefcad that aga 
srksfl hi- depBitttrs fron tkii life may take 

place BB) day.' 1 BSTS i- tks milk in tks 

orthodox eosoaaat. Tks ekursh admit - that 
Tolstoi i- hoik "groat sad good 1 ami tkaj 

cannot afford to let him meet (iSBtk unal 
tsadsd by IBBStlAsd llobberiag for dr«:id <»t 
tks ell ect - it mijjht ha\e Bpofl tks people. 

If Tolstoi '.in rssBaifl u graal Bad good" ami 
«ii<- without tear <»• tks Bkurah aky not 
otksrs, ami <<m> ran luadilj psrse l vs tks arafl 
ami onaahaj tkal lie Baklad tks proposHioa t«. 
toks Tolstoi bask. I'm Tosatoi don't want 
to go. Hs did not ask [or it. Bb did m>t 

BBSk tks church. Tks church lOttgkl him. The 

skursk attsaiptod it- tyraaaj ores him. 
Tolstoi dsaod it. II- rsfussd •<> ataka tonas 

with tin- okoink :iii<l tks a k arsk now nerkn to 

■aaks toraai with him. Tolstoi iparaa tin- aj> 

prOBSk Bid tnm t«. hi- BOBSSl SSlI la- dsallaSi 
the eorrapi invitation. 

WOMEN WHITECAPS. 

rVksa Pops wrote that tki arorst aort of 



a mailman wa- "a -a int run mad" ho had not 

beard of tin- little karalsi of ( anon. Qsorgla, 
and tin- itrappiag Amsaoalaa guard it can 
boasi AJthous^fa tasrs la Brash of asatlaisai 

Ifl and aboaf tks old OOOploti which iiiiim 
\\ ti.'ti a woman will, she w ill, 

^ oi, ma \ dspsad on 't ; 

And arkca iks aroat, -he won't. 

An I tkSTO'l an Bad on 't. 

ysi tksrs i«» rash a tklag as aarrytag the 
Matiaasai too far arhso ;< buash of feiaalaa, 

with whip in hand, -tait- out a a raguhltkai 

oooiraitta oa tks psraos "i tks bib If gander. 

Rsiag Bafavorabljf taprsassd with certain 
eritietaaia ajads by tks prtosipB] of the pah- 
li«- sein oi. aoaosrairaj their dome-tic aaMsra 
for tksir salldrsa and apusaraass at isaooli 
it h rsportsd that th. arosBSfl orgaaiaad a 
ateetlag, appokitod a soauaittoa of tarsrrs to 

execute it^ mandate-, and tin- committee pro- 
SSSdsd to inllict a Bsrsoaal correction by each 
in. nil. cr thsrSOi plyiBg a buggr whip on the 

body of Dr. d. II Ballsy, tks aiorssaU 
priasipal. Tks rsporta itats that ra com- 

phttdy did tie AaiBBOBl BXBSUts the |ofa that 
Dr. Ballsjf cut and niB and ha- not bsSB 
MSB in ( amui -im e. 

Thil i- unfortunate for (anon. It is un 
fort U Oats for the oinmunity and unfortu- 
nate for I > » . Ballsy. The ladies raigki fai 
better have takefl a ciub and killed him for 
he i- a ruined man and wherever he jtoch 

i he ignoBuaj will el lag to him. of soaraa 

D> D.i il. v had to lake it. lie could not 
itrikS hack. That would have 0080 unchival 
ion-. Sipsoisllj in ;i MNttksni itats like 

< rgia. No gsatlemsa i- ezpsstod to raJaa 

i hand in hi- oars dsfsaas sraa when brutally 
aaaaaltod i».\ the '-otter aai ( H tkoss daar 
ereataraa who aran created i.ut a 'little 
kvarst tkaa the aagsla." Ami yet tksss 

Qsorgis "ladies" BBVS injured 1 hem-else 
re than t hex hav injured Dr. I'.ailey. in 

that tks) kavs braadsd tksir Nikaadi ami 
brotksri a- bslag moral baakrapti sad in 
teHsotaal wjasarrhiajsa. For our part we 
would rather bs Dr Battsj than a bosbsad 
or brothsr ol th'- fsauilea who aasaatrti him. 

It i~ no joks when the women take it unto 

thsaiBolvss to rsgulate the looiaJ asoaoai) 
of the ooaioiuafty ami t bpir buabaada aiasi fssl 

BWfullj BBSS P. A- mailer- BOB -tarn! BVSTJ 
IhmIn will think of (anon a- an excellent 

pkisa to keep awa\ from. Bat the lajaatioa 
oi the puaiskaiaai li what dsservsa tie- bmmK 

lertoaa OOmBSeat. It appears that the Cow 
hide l.e^ion daaauadsd a retraction, whieh 
NTBI made „, | I taltk, and then the di- 



patchsf >i it e. — " I n the pisasass of the chil 
drsa :«t the aekoo] tks aroaisn laakad him 
unmercifully with baggy whip-" 

I nmerciliilix I W hat a dssoripi ion ! Ami 
after a rstrastiofl had I n DUtds, too! 

Where i- tks fsoaals asass of Juatioal Bad 

a man dsrBBBdsd BB BBOlogy for a STrOBg 
dOBS, the apology bslag made, the man would 

bars bssa istiallsd. Not ao arith the Qsorgis 
iha-Tarquias. Tin rstrastioa simply find 
iheir aaal Bad aftsr task aa exhibition of 

had ta tc it will he extremely difficult for 

the Gsorgiaa to ragala the old idea of true 

womanhood to .har to the ma-culinc heart 

Udiea, plsass doal try t<. imitate the 

example of the dear Lord upon tin' money- 

BBaagara, 



FINANCIALLY DEPRESSED. 



There i- a gloom in the Btsraal City sad 

the BBgsl tlaarisl BOW wear- hi- win- at 
hall mast. Hsll'l tire- .,a\c SOOlsd and are 

todsj iaeapable ol arrsstiag a rsapoaaira in 
eeaas to matter- saorsaly. Publk opiakm 

BBS ekaaaad to lUCh an extent that church 

orjraaisatioai are aaabla to meet sxpsadl 

tin.. BBd in order to obtaUl a longer ISBM 
upon lile tbBj hive Keen BOBipsUsd to make 
a 0Ul Wiiy rate for pBatOl and janitor alike. 

Ifsavea «••»») «i" loagsr bribs aor heir- yauraJag 
abyai tsrrify. Prisstlj tkrsata are bapotoal 
ami pulpit eurasa no loagsr tsrrorlas the 

•oala of men. .Mother Crumly has lost her 
orthodox itaadiag. lln- eollsetloa boa falls 
-lent and the prssehcri srs v" ,, '"^ r aij oa 
•alary. Tic- fat Uviag thai oasa aotsd a- a 
majfnel of attractloa goss gllraaisriag sad 
the church orgaaisatioa is on its Issl ia|>. 

Complaiatl bars OOraS in from more than 

one qaartsr. The old Trlaltj Protostaal 
Bplssopsl ohurco, in Plttaburg, an taaUtutloa 
pBtroaiaad b) the aealthy and elite 01 

PlttBbUia -Well -oeiet \ i- in ftUSB liliailrial 

■tresi tkal ii baa ussa compelled to uake .. 

-ul in I he -alarie- of the SBiploySS, Brklsh 

Include orgaaist, paid skolr iiagsrs, choir 

dir otor, janitor and Bsksrs, of ten per OBBt, 

while tin- pastor, who i^ under ooatraol at 
IDfOOO par annum, keep- hi. aalarj lataot. 

In order to help the chin. h and present t he 

pui.ii. it > of it- poverty there arai no , x 

ten-ion -.1 aid frOBi the bslovsd r< « tor, who 
with hi- |750 per month, more than thou-amls 

earn in a ysar, itaadi i»."t and take- hi- pound 

of Bssh. The other- oksSI I u II \ made the re 

quired isoriass <-i aoosptlag ;> sal in aalary, 
tor th. isks oi the ekurok, it j. rsportsd« 

hut BOtklBg less would -nil the preacher and 

he hu^- hi- soatraoi with fssUagi of daligai 
and aafsty. 

Tkrougk tin* medium id a private letler 

-ent to the rdade bj a Louis vflls Bubasribsrj 

as al-o Lain that the Methodist chur.li. 
KNltk, "I that i it \ i- in even wor-e linancial 
-Mail-, and itSBliasd itatSBISBtl of BSSOaBM 

ikowlag the aapaid asssssBMaiti ol its 
msmbsra ara bstog asal to all appsariag t<> 
i.e in arraara aritk an apasa] that tbsy sough 
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up ;in«l do it with greet and -peed. < )no 
BXtTMl frOOl this circular letter rtofll M 
follows : — 

' The ln| «|U;ilt»T of the pie-cut DOWf 01*808 

year ended with December 81, 1907. Oar 
collections do ring tali throe monthi period 
bavi been iheaaefalty 'in. ill. - lor ttnmoitin 

tttioeioae, $18M7| th,. a-s,- UMll BpOO fof 
thi- last nim.'d cause it 0860 and -hoiihl ha\e 

I ■ fully paid in daring November." 

It is ■Jto -Imwn iliiit tli.- total collections 

for the period named, sxohwlvi of ipoeki 

MfMHMlta, amounted lO 1611.18, which, it 

i- a mlm e d, i-. -an iommI not Urge eaougb: 

to pay our pa-tor. aothiafl for prealdiag 

elder, orfAibl <>r choir, our jeaitora, water, 
gee, ttootrk lighting ooal tad laeldoatal ex 

Maeee." The circular lioeei with the f«d 
lowing appeals If wc will MtOMIN up he 

will pour out Ua h»\c tad bmiilag upon ne." 

\. , omp.:n\ im.- thi- circular letter W$M a hill 
of RkklttodMM which contain- the followiag 

items of irrein which the eunabef 8d 
,l i -.«-, i expected to hand in laetaater:' 
For envelope MeeeenunH $1.80 

Po tWt fa mission as c-snieii t 80 

Total $1.80 

What do fhr.se tads indicate? I he memher 
to whom this circular ami itltW—j was id 
die— cd, st;it, ^ that ihl receive- OM of tics., 
"love let teis'" OM e\ery few week , and 
'these are -cut ,,, h.-r irrcpect i\ r of the ta,t 
that |h« has ptOOloitod lltCllU to he an 

agaoetio, a» aabatarver and has requested 

I hat kef name bt rtriekeU from the roll of 
chuivli memher-hip. Thc\ lUgfBftl that as 
the church cannot work without OXMMJ and 
money falling shorl. the work mu-l he limit, d 
and thai the period of decay ha -ct in. 



LOVE AND RELIGION. 

Imagim it! (hie real. ii\e Indian prinoi 

has -afcl\ pas-c,| thfOOgfl tie' I nited Stale- 

from Ban ftoaajeon to \.u York without 
dfoturbing thi plaaetar) lyittm or onuaing 

a through sleeper to get si, If tracked h\ 

mistake Report! have it that oae who oarrlei 
tin- dietiagaiehed name of Naweh Bultaa LT1 
Bahadur, of Bydeimbed, India, i on a dead 
urn from his wigwam to ipeeialiiti in Bag 

land for the purpose of getting a ,ia/> 

bag out ol his bead, lie is mid to he a 
young man ..f faetidloua taatef and can 

hoast a -mall OOtOril of 800 wi\es, who 

mourni bit abieaoe, Hi i- ah., mid to he 
' - i.i/\ " in efflictk>a not unoommon among 
taoee ealliag theaaeelvoi royalty, lie is n ..t 
the Ora( member ol > royal family to bt thai 
elaaainad. It is eo( of thi-. however, that 
we aiab to ipeak, hm oae of the •ymptomi 

given why the youag man iOOJd he con 

lidered Insane, 

The pnbliebed report »t nt w h ■ be left 
bit satire rlllagc amid th- -'rrbmj el 
03 mbali and the beating of torn toms, he aai 

a devout Mohanndan and repeated his pffayeffl 



nigh! times 1 day. with unfailing regale rity. 

We ere next told tha while t ra\ ellin-. . n 
route, through Japan, he happened to meet 

up with an Eagileh atjislonery, Dr. ( ham 
erette, wka *i readiag a bible. The prince 
with aaaoaad mind reojaoated a loan of the 
iMMtk. which he read, and aaaOHttoing him-. If 

ooa verted to Carietieaity, proemlaaed him 
-•if BSaa, the atobammedan name for Jeeaa, 

a fact, whi.h. he declan-l. bt had learned 

from its pagee. Tkei ami immadletely aa* 
eeptrd a 1 * further maalfeatationi of an un 

sound mind »bowlag an indi-putahle nm 

met imi between extreaae, faaatieaJ piety and 
InaaaKy. Mis Mohammedan eeeorl refaei t.. 
beliere hi- alleged eoareraioa and en raealag 

him on to Europe '» the ko\ f eifeetiag a 

• ure before it i^ ererleatlag to., iato. The 
■tory of his eoarereloB, howarer, is sadly 

a- ailed hy the faci thai wblll on board -hip. 

eroaeiag the Paattaj ho aaw and loved the 
daughter of the Austrian ambaeaador. This 
was efter be had baaa eoaverteel Boeing her 
wai cnoaga. Deeplte tae tact that he had 

ju-t let! three liumii.-d wlvei in hi- n it 

land, he proposed to tae Auatriaa girl on the 

-pot and asked for an immediate IMWOT. 

Apologiei ware aaaaaader] and made, hut the 
gay baaeh of royalty Ml he wai it ami con 

I mued his journey in 00000. 

i.ove mahia g ami religion are thai given 
ei . vi-htnes of buaaity, \\e cannot blame 

the prince for tallinif it loVI with a pretty 
woman, for ffVOrj -on of Adam is rerj apt 
to imitate hi- example. Neiih.r do we 1. 1. inic 
him for announcing' himself to l»> JeOBI 
( Wit, for if. as we eie informed, he had 
-1 11. lied tin. bible, he -aw 1 he graft that was in 

iin- game and raeohred to plaj it for all it 

was worth. The trouble with him i- that 

his ooavereioaj bappeaed at a wrong thae, 

•> daj and .iL r e when -in h thin-- aro not 

*o eagerly devoured by the multitude. The 

manifestations thus ^\wu of an unsound 
mind oiler a new lUggeetloa. Whena^ 

sonic people have hen in.li I to look upon 

1 he claims of .lesus as -piiitual blag to he 
impositions, it would he a milder eaeerlptiOH 
to s.i\ they were simply tin- raxing of a 

pereoa \\ it b aa aa oaad mind. 

THE RELIGIOUS KISSING BUG 

\. .1. w . IfniMIn, autboriaed ami ec 

credited as an in-pir, ( | a-cnl of the "Holy 

0aoetere M has -.-t fubbinehli Deavev t<» 
graeplag for b r ea th beaaaae of his laiiitoaoci 
upon itrlatly iwimliulag the blbHeal bv 
junction to " gr ee t on,, oaothor wltb a bill" 
and Indulging in an oeoulatory demonttrntion 

Bpoa the lip- of feminine h...ut> M the\ 
hecame OOBVOrtl to his rails,-. The men of 

Denver laterpoeed eg objeetioa, it is said, ami 
mad,- it known with s ( , much perauaaivi roree, 

that Mr. Biddla Mew for other and unknown 

parte 

when the baoteriologiiti laaouaead that 
Icieetag wai a aa a g er o ai paetieae, thej prob 



eUj meant whfN) the bl duJg eajOl WM in 

diaerimiaati ami the ranioalng inductive. 

Ifaaj n win el rfuily admit that bad 

breath ami no ovmr-abundaaoi of face 

powder en ma btvitiag* Uader eaeh eon 

dltloBl there should ho a ri-i»l <pia rant in>-. 
Bul Mr. lied, Iin m\,r raieod the lUghtOOt 

objeetioa. Qe dared tame Oeroi baaUll that 

did browei upon the lips of beeatj and went 

at it on wholeenle plan, oaring not for the 

-our milk hott le of \outh. ,,1 the chilling frost 
of ag,-. No eooneC had a female , \pr.-- I 

.1 wilitagaaai and u deaire t., beaaaai a 
•hoiv ghoater** thaa be poonoaa dowa upon bet 
iik'- a eaagr] haa-hawh upon a i»r«K>d of 

chickens and begea to oeeulate until pro 

prietj oompelkd him to dee lit, it i- to he 
preeumed thai Rev, Bmddli wai in bve with 
hi- fob ;l mi enjoyed thi- laaetifled dodioetion 
of the Orel truits ,,1 the Lord t«, hie priest 

h I. All weni well until he attempted the 

kissing racket at a large indoor ometbag. 
The ■amber of ooaverti ilmplj overwbelaaed 

him and he would I !-- none oi the r.-mmin • 
aspirants for hol\ -I. st boaon and ,\ 

oepl tie, it win,,- ifcjjH met his npfaavaL Thee 

I kick w.i- made 'he reports do not itatl 

whether this taainited from thoee nhom hi 

h.,d reli-i,,iisi\ Ignored or whether it came 
from th,-, who had DOM leleoted for niOllll 
<'"!»• In IBJ .went a row followed w hi, h 
broke up the meeting ami the appearance ot 

a police oAear on tae leeae, mmH tho ki-sin<» 
pareon Iato a rage ami a freaay darteg whieb 
toaetd o\ t .r the organ t.» the Beat and 

made hl< eaaapi daring ti eiaaloa th.,t 

followed. 

Had Bev. Beaaai exteaded similar greal 
lagi to ad ooaverti without dbthaetlon of 

-••\. color .,r previottl condition of -er\itude. 

there mighl have never beta a kick nrnde, 
hm the trouide began when he ihowod dis 
nrimiaatioa and ipeeiollj iihutid a tew 
ihoeea f e mil ei from his ftookv This nai 
enough to sreate ami eaeiti fullegi ot 
jealou lj R nd had he been a man of fadg- 
meat, baaed apaa aa ^ atie a aa, he mighl have 
irorked on a da Ter a al plan. 

After all. what goei it prove f Simply 
thi-. An\ qaaekery, laj fake, any imp,, 
litioa, an\ -cheme. m> matter how low or 

depraved eaa be laeaeeerally worked if oalj 
it he oovered with b/poerliiea] elonh of re- 
Qlve it th,- *t A mp of itirmiag .li- 

Ninilv and it ^ like 'hot cakes. DtaM ,t 

»p in truth and you lapOOl it. 



No Rest for Htm. 

Spirits-Is this heaven - 

st. Pater "Yea.' 1 

"I— was afraid of it. Coodhye." 

\\h\ nut >ou oomiag mf 1 

"No. thanks. DaHag my life I piayed the 
harp on an excursion itinaatTi and I want 
I r.-L." Ufa, 
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Editorial | 

THE PULPIT AND PROGRESS. 



"The Christian pulpit might be 
properly called the upper house in the 
parliament of world polities. When- 
< rev there is ■ great in< ral quest ic»ti 
before the people of this nat ion it meant 
the church in action. When a gr«ai 
question is before the American peo- 
ple the ministers of Lh< gospel are the 
ones who not only arouse public sent I 
meat, i>m. when it is aroused, are 
ready to Leave their flocks and march 
to the front, ;lm<I so i am glad when- 
ever there is a gathering together ol 
ministers, the upper house in the 
parliament of world politics. 91 

Ass;. Am. Gen, Trickett, 

Kansas City, Kansas. 

The above quotation is part of a 
gpeeeh deliveted before a convention 
of preachers constituting tin* Anti- 
Saloon League, and is utilised as s 
frontispiece for I rag-tag periodica] 



which passes current under tin* name 
"American Issue" fathered, managed, 
published, printed snd sold, by preach- 
ers, That i should be used in roofa h 
manner indicates that these preachers 
are gratified at the splendid bunch of 
taffy they have handed themselves, It 
may i><- that il is need from the bo) that 
if they did not boost themselves no- 
body else would. 

It' ;i man, or any body of men set out 
for accomplishment <»r any useful 
or I" neficial reform, that num. or those 
men, are entitled to a great share of 
the credit, but in spite of the desig- 
nation, "upper; house, ete. M in is a 
palpable and well known fact that an 
original idea, a new and startling 
truth, .-i new fact, a useful measure, 
has never emanated from the Chris- 
tian pulpit in America for a whole 
century. Instead of leaving their 
"tlocks and rushing to the front 91 the 
preachers skulk behind the pulpit and 
take refuge from the Cray, hide 
behind it as a tort of breast-work to 
shelter them from the storm <d' criti* 
cism and the fire of investigation, a 
proceeding which has brough into 
common use the appellation <d' "cow- 
Fir I 'a cast le M as applied to the pulpit 
in general. The church has never been 
an active agent in measures <d' reform, 
mi the contrary it has been i Wg 
stumbling block, a millstone about the 
neck <»f progress, and the present dis- 
graceful political and social systems 
are directly attributable to the in- 
fluences of the pulpit. Preachers 
shrink from true reform as though it 
were an infection, some frightful 
disease. Tiny know and dread the re- 
sult, instead «»i banding together for 
human advancement they simply or- 
fan to unite t heir efforts at main- 
taining existing conditions, their 
prompting motive being selfishness, 

Win n slavery was an issue in the 
United Stat s, resulting in a fratricidal 
war, the pupils were the last to ea 
pouse the cause of abolition and only 
did so under compulsion when it be- 
came evident that war was inevitable. 

ihat slavery must go, they got Into 
the movement in order to acquire the 
privilege <d" claiming some of the 
credit, other well known facts point 
to the conclusion that the ministers of 
America, so far from arousing public 
sentiment, invariably oppose what is 
best until flint sentiment has acquired 
sufficient strength to stand upon Its 

merits, and they then fall in line. 

The Blade does not wish to 

appear captious in n discussion 

01 tliis character. It does not 

wish to even appear guilty of frivolous 

criticism. And yet, the Blade chal- 
lenges controversy on the Issue here 



raised and demands proof of one sin- 
gle measure of useful or beneficial re- 
form that originated in the pulpit. 
True, some liberal notions have sprang 

from that source, Init the author has 

keen siiii jected to criticism and in some 

oases a punishment dismissing him 
from the service has resulted l»y reason 

thereof. These are isolated eases, 
however, and for present purposes a 
reference is made to the ministers as 
a body, not as individuals. There are 
known instances where ministers have 
attempted political work with a view 
to reform, but in nine cases out of ten 
il arises from an impotency in Other 
directions and is employed as n means 
of inviting attention and attracting the 

public, rather than an honest desire to 
be Of service to humanity. Most 

preachers, like actors, love advertise- 
ment, and they play for it. As a rule 
they strive to cultivate the acquaint- 
ance and friendship <d* some newspaper 
reporter, to the end that the press can 

be utilized for the desired end. In- 
stead of being an "upper house" a 
body of ministers in any community is 
like a pound of putty in the stomach 
of a dyspeptic ami about as useful. 
Many cities can boast a ministerial 

association. As a. ru'e the majority 

of ministers, of all denominations, ex- 
cept the Catholic, are members of thai 
body. They indulge in regular meet- 
ings. Thoj hold discussions upon this 

or that topic and adopt resolutions, but 
in all t he wide area ol' t his cont incut, 
from the storm lashed Atlantic coast, 
t«> the sunny slopes of the Pacific, from 
wild Ontario's lakes to the placi.l 
waters of the Gulf, i. is impossible to 

point 1o a solitary association of these 

ministers or an individual member 
thereof, as promulgating a new and 
useful idea <>r a measure of useful re- 
form. Their sole purpose is self-preser- 
vation and they have found organ iza- 
1 ion a necessity 1o t hat end. 

Preachers are not leaders in the 

world's thought. They are the most 
(tattering imitators in the worl I. They 
live in the dead past. They subsist 
upon hoary superstitions. They dare 
not. stand face toward t lie east and 
greet the rising sun. They will tear- 
fully regret the disappearance of the 

bright orb <»r day behind the western 

hills, and may stand entranced at its 

golden setting, but the glories of the 

bright morning are to them unknown. 

They are unable to appreciate the up- 
ward and onward march of humanity. 
Por this reason they have been left 

back upon the trail ami other and more 

capable hands are carving t*W way for 

future generations to tread. 

The author of the statement quoted 



above is a politician. He owes his of- 
licial position tO politics and Kansas 
is ton well known for church politici 
to admit of such a si atcmen; naving 

too much weight To get church votes 
taffy the preaches and the preacher 
••an work the congregation. This 
seems to be well understood in Kanaai 

and what, obtain! in that slate can be 

worked to greater or less degree in 
other states. Passing over the prompt- 
ing motive, plainly precept ible. the 
thinking public will he able to read 
between the lines and these will know 
that the statement/ is absolutely and 
altogether untrue. 



IN ADAM, ALL SINNED! 



The recent action of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science has proven that the copious 
l'';iis shed by Mark Twain at I he 

supposed mves of our first parenti 

Were in vain. 

Borne christians have failed to see 
behind the veil of sarcasm which the 
noted humorist had drawn about thai 
biblical myth. Some profess to sec in 

the Story a beautiful, pathetic and 

tender* sentiment manifested i>.v the 
American visitor in the alleged holy 
lands. The keen irony, the subtle wit, 

the sheltered thrust which the Author 
of Innocents Abroad graVC to the Adam 
and Kve story has done as much to 

ward the eradication of that myth ns 
somtc of the demonstrations and re- 
vealed facts of science. 
Ridicule is a most effective, though 

to some people, an II ndesi rn hie weap 
on. It is the anvil upon which thous- 
ands of supposed sacred notions have 

been shattered w'th sledge hammer 
blows, The ridicule to which some of 
tin* bible stories have been subjected, 
ami among them innumerable ac- 
cepted, or supposedly accepted, facts 

of history, first weakened the public 
faith hy acting ;is a stimulant to the 

mind, inducing investigation and the 
latter furnished all the evidence thai 
was necessary. That which ridicule 

can overwhelm OUght to perish lor it 

is not strong enough to live and assert 
its truth and integrity. 

In any event the Adam ami Kve 

myth lias gone, It lias been relegated 
to the realm of Action. It has been de- 
clared by this body of eminent investi 
gators to he hut a mere dream. The 

science of ant hropology is responsible 
for this condition, In that it has clear- 
ly revealed the fact that the variations 
in human specie could not have been 

produced from one. original pair, as 

pecially within the comparative short 

apace " of tins allowed by biblical 
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chronology. Qranting all the ages 
necessary to inch a result the impossi- 
bility is still before us of so many 
distinct types in enthnology. With the 
passing of Adam and Eve, the garden 
of Kden story fades from human con- 
sideration. Science has shown that 
there was do such garden with flowery 

meads and chanting birds, with its 

purling brooks and trees of life and 
knowledge. Thus does science explode 
the fable of our first parents being 
driven therefrom by angels with flam- 
ing BWOrds in Ofder tO prevent them 

from pulling the fruit of the tr I 

I i fe, Wit h t he disappen ranee of i In se 
figments <d' man's imagination we 
abolish the notion that a curse was put 

upon labor and We arc accorded the 

privilege of knowing that all labor is 
a. blessing and a benefit to b in who 
oils. Once the orthodox people can 
be brought face t<> face with these 

facts and a careful consideration in- 
duced, t he ( hrist an myth will p' r ill 

and tic many institutioni i.ow devoted 
to its propagation will be re-dedicated 

to the service of man. 

Like many other myths of a similar 
character it has terved its purpose. 
During the stages of infantile civili- 
sation the race had no better, no more 

satisfactory explanation id' man's 

origin. For eenturies it itood a com 
plete answer to the won lering ques- 
tionings of men. It was a dead wall 
beyond which they could not travel or 

explore. Ati that, wall investigation 

Stopped. It held the mind of man in 
thrall, just as the ends of tin' world 

checked navigation until Columbus 
dissipated the "end' theory and 
proved there was land beyond the teas. 
So has modern science broken through 
the wall of the ESdcnic myth, exposed 
ro view what, actually lays beyond and 
one of the greatest essentials in the 
Christian faith has gone never t.> re 
turn. Fears will come an I years wi I 
pjo, within which, some poor, benight- 
ed mind will give ready credence to the 
Story and upon lUCh minds must the 

Christianity of the future depend for 
its existence. The 1 tales of nursery, 

the Mother Goose rhymes, please ami 
delight the mind of childhood, but in 
more mature years these mental mon- 
strosities must be discarded and the 
miml absorb material tacts. Bo it is 
w'th religion. Common experience 

will aid as strenuously in exploding 

much that is connected with religion 

and the discoveries of modern science 

offer a fbundat ion Tor t he new t bought 

thai must take its place. 

The importance of this SO Tar as the 

orthodox religion is concerned lies in 
the fact that with tin abolition of the 
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Adam and live myth much else of a 

religious nature, indispensable con- 
i ted therewith, must fall along with 

it. If there was no Adam and Kve to 

sin in. a supposed Garden of Eden, 

tiny did not introduce sin into the 
World and entail the curses of the 

fancied creator upon all underneath 
posterity, Assuming that man pos- 
sesses a something called a soul, there 

being no Adam, that soul was not in- 

flt* need by or affected by the supposed 

sin of the supposed Adam. It* the sup- 
posed sin affect imt the supposed soul 
of man. there was no nee, ssity for any 

redemption from that sin. no necessity 
for a redeemer and any person who 

puts himself forth as a lUppOSed re- 
deemer must either be a deluded en- 
thusiast or a known impostor. 

HencefOfT h, tin' doctrine that H in 
Adam all sinned" must be urged with 
caul ion. The doctrine w as never en- 
titled to any serious consideration but 
m»w. with i he advancement of human 

knowledge, and coupled with the 

action of these men of Science, the 
church wi.'l have to be careful in its 
interpretation oi the Edenic fables for 

tie- people are m> longer inclined to 
accept them as facts. 



. The Blade would urge upon its 
friends not to relax in iheir efforts to 

get us subscribers. These are now our 
only hope. Take care of the blanks 
we have sent out and use them at the 
tiirst opportunity. Our expenses are 

IlOW double what they were before the 
change was made ami we are strug- 
gling for a better patronage. You can 
help us M you will but half try. Stop 
for a minute or SO ami think about it 
Then go out and put your thoughts 
into a crystallized effort Work wins 



Peethought is a preventive, rather 

than a OBre. FVeethought docs not 
wait until a man is driven to crime 
by the irOO law of necessity, a woman 

to dishonor, a child to beggary, and 
then organise some fake relief so- 
ciety, but it would put forth a help- 
ing band in tune to avert the sin and 

the shame. 
Don't forget our clubbing offer! 

I' ve subscribers sent hi With one re- 
mittance will be accepted at one dol- 
lar each per year. 

Public opinion is an ever-shifting 

rainbow and the heretics of one aire 

become the saints of the next. 



Now it is Trilby parties and greater 

rallies for the great glory of god. Lei 

him be praised. 
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SIGNS IN THE SKIES. 



According 10 the common orthodox 
notion heaven it Located somewhere in 
the ikies, while hall is given habitat 
somewhere beneath the earth's ernat 

Illimitable tpace exclude! heaven ae 
a place for human abode, while the 
earth being but eight thousand miles 
in diameter, the center thereof cannot 
be more than i'uur thousand miles 
sway, i distance, within which, hell 

must be if the orthod<»\ theory is 
joirect. 

.Many Christians have partially 
abolished hell and now pretend to 
look upon it ai i mere condition, not 

I place for eternal punishment, but 
fchej ding to heaven with all the old- 
time fervor. As we can only know 

pleasure through contrast ug t with 
ps u, the orthodox blisi of heaven can- 
not be genuine happiness if there be 
no pain on the otherside. When the 
i brlstian gives up hel] lie quietly 
permits heaven to depart with it. 

Such crude conceptions oi' a life be- 
yond tb«- grave have given plenty of 
room for speculation with a hollow 
protense added At frequenl inter- 
vals men will profess to sec ligns of 

heaven in the elouds, or ii. tie- skits, 
While We seldom hear of any si^ns 

from or concerning hell. .Many pro- 
fessors Of theology si Hive to attain 
public notice by making absurd elaimi 
of knowing something about heaven, 
the conditions of existence therein, 
how Bo get there and what you will 

do upon arrival. These pret.-nd, or 

assume, to have read "signs' 1 ami 
they then undertake t<» attempt an 
interpretation thereof as if they 

COUld possibly know any more about 
what is not than the humblest person 
on earth. 

According i<> recent publications 
Prof. J. G. Porter, of tin I to versity 
of Cincinnati, in an addresi before tin- 
Lam' Sejuinary, told his audienec that 
be had seen "signs in the skies" of 
astronomical import, which proved 
the life beyond the grave and were 
confirmatory of the power, wisdom 
and benign character of the deity. 
is reported to have insisted upon the 
notion that the whole trend of iln* 
m enee of ast ronomy was to confirm 
tie- faith that existed in men of i 
reality of the life after death. 

Every capable si ndent of the science 
of astronomy knows that luch i state- 
ment is not true, and if Prof Porter 
lias been correctly quoted tin- [Jniver 
lity of Cincinnati ought to get rid of 
him at the earliest possible moment. 
If he is undertaking to teach to the 
minds of young man sad women sueh 



false and absurd notions he is a posi- 
tive injury to education. If he has 

do better conception of the cosmos, 
as drawn from astronomy, he is un- 
fitted to teach even a class of ihoats. 
As a matter of fact, if, as reported 
Prof. Porter is a " Doctor of Philoso- 
phy" In- has been sadly overlooked 

ami has a philosophy all lo himself. 

One of tie earliest impressions made 
upon the student of astronomy is its 

eternal conflict with theology and 

bible cosmogony. The at u lent soon 
Learns that no god was ever engaged 
in lideral occupation or that he 
just happened t" "make the stars 
also. lb' soon Learned thai the earth 

was not the all in all of the universe 
and that ii was not placed here for 
the sole and especial benefit of tie- 

bip.'d man. lie soon learned thai the 
earth, m comparison with the solar 
system, was but as a mere grain of 
dust, a fly-specked eidolon <>n the 

horologUC of time. He also learned 
that: even the solar lystem was but 

one of many solar bj items making up 
an astral ■ystem of enormous magni- 
tude, and thai the antral iysfc m was 

but ujj, <,r many other astral lystemi 

Of a like vast extent, and his learning 

soon extended t" the knowledge that 
in ad the universe there was no room 
for a planet making god, ' specially of 

that order which exhibited t<» .Moses 

:i part of his anatomy which lie ought 
i<» have kept under cover. 

The science of astronomy is a itudy 
of the planetary systems, their ar- 
rangement ami orderly procession. 
The science of geology i S a stud) of 
their composite elements. Both have 
made enormous inroads upon tie pre 
vailing orthodox beliefs, and as a 
rule, tin' elergj res I them with all 
the intensity of their nature, Signs 
in the skies of a character that con- 
firm lie- belief in heaven or hell, or the 
existence of a sentlnenl world made of 
Supreme power ami Intelligence, can 
only be seen by ihe credulous and i«. r - 
Doranf These signs never appear to 
the educated. They alwayi manage t<> 
get out "f the way of intellect 

Imt a few days ago a well meaning 
friend, of a rather orthodox turn, 

po nted to a snow Storm and asked ihe 

Blade 'i editor, who made it. The re- 
pl.\ sras thai iln- tnou was produced 

b\ purely natural causes; thai the 

111" it nr.- in the atmosphere became 
congealed by being brought into con- 
tact with a falling temperature, and 
tie- flakes being crystallised fell light- 
ly to the earth from the force of grav 

itation. In other words, the snow, we 

replied, was but congealed moisture, 

Or rain. 



"But win. mad.- the moisture?" he 
asked. 

" Ii is draw n from I he earth by the 

heal raye of the sun.*' was the reply. 

W'h<» mad.' t be sun .' " eame the 

next inquiring response, 

•'I do net know, do you'.'" we 

replied. 

\es; gOd* M 

'Then who made god V 9 
"lie was not made but is self- 
existent. 

"Then the sun, without <rod is to 
you a mystery V 9 

Without god ii would be, but with 
god it is not." 

"Then yon undertake to explain 
one mystery by referring to another. 

and call it B rational explanation." 

" But god is not a tnyst< ry to me. " 
"Then j ou reallj understand god V 9 

"I do." 

" I describe him. 

Tins was the stumbling block, The 
absolute end of the argument had 
bem reached, from the god stand 
point. Until that moment that friend 
actually believed he did understand 
god. The belief had bem accepted 
without investigation but it is enough 

to show that god disappears when the 

light of investigation begins to shim- 
in the dark corners. 

similar conditions confront Prof, 
Porter. He talks glibly about lt« »< 1 ami 
the future life when he is even unable 
io comprehend either and is incap- 
able of making demonstration to prove 
b i contention. < fod was t he answer 
to ignorance in everything it did not 
understand ami h is the cry of igno- 
rance still when confronted by nat- 
ural phenomena. The storm billows 
rolling on in their ever ceaseless 

motion ami tin fury of ihe elements 

have all been taken as manifestations 
of divine anger. Pest ilence and afflic- 
tion, disease and disaster, earthquake, 
flood ami lire, ami all emanations of 

lie- orthodox deity and if theSC be Ihe 

results of his handiwork humanity 
would be better off wit bout him. 
Upon i his pomt we cannot do bettor 

than to quote Lueifer'l answer to 

Cain when discussing the supposed 
goodness of deity when Byron makes 

him say : 

"If good he gives you, so name him, 

but if evd eomes from him, do not 

eall it mine." 



< he* of the most effective methods of 
fighting superstition is by the spread 
of Freethought literature end we hon- 
estly believe that the Blad i is the best 
medium you could use for such a 

pill-pose 



BY CHRISTIAN COURTESY. 



"One speaker who gloried in the in- 
estimable blessings of civil and re- 
ligious liberty in our country, In- 
formed the infidels and Jewa thai thej 
came in after 1 1 1 « * state was formed; 
and it' they were permitted to carry 
out their peculiar views, it would be 
by courtesy and no! by right." 

This is the Christian view of things 
and ;m ignorant one al that. It is ex 
pressive of the iweel sentiment <>f 
( 'ln-isi i;m charity and toleration and 
i be result of ji ( Christian education It 
is absolutely Christian. It is chris- 
tian in essence, Christian in construc- 
tion, Christian in letter and spirit. 
The Christian notion is there expressed 
in all its hideous and naked truth. It' 
is the remnant of the middle ages that 
has crept along into modern civiliza- 
tion, now almoal flickered out, 

Had the Blade been asked the «|ues 
i ion whet her, or not. t here existed any 
orthodox Christian sect In America 
that entertained such a notion, we 

would almost have answered in the 

negative, for we did not believe it was 
possible that America could boast one 
man or woman who actually believed 
what is above quoted, much leas dare 
to put such a sentiment in print. 

Through the kindly thought of a 
friend we have received a clipping 
from the Advent Review and Sabbath 
Herald, published by the Religious 
liberty Bureau, iiseir a misnomer, a 
veritable fraud. The article in ques- 
tion, from which the quotation is 

made, was written by QeorgC W 
Spies, of Harrisburg, Pa., and purports 

to he a report of a meeting held in that 
city, February 1 1 and 15, last. by tin 1 
National Reform Association, aided by 
the local Ministerial Association, for 
the purpose of a conference upon how 
best to enforce Bible principles of 
Civil Government, It is reported thai 

nearly fifty speakers took part, and the 

reporter, named above, gives the names 
of some of the sneakers, with extracts 

of what they said, hut in giving the 

quotation placed at the head of this 

article, no name is furn'shed of he who 
uttered it, probably on the -round that 

with the conference all over-Id oETA 

thOT would he ashamed to see his name 

in pub-He print attached to such a 
seid iment. 
Hut for the National Reform Asao 

eiation. We have alluded to it as a 

fraud, it is. The idea of Reform em- 
bodies notions of progress and change. 

Tin* very name is used for the pur 
pose of praet'einj fraud and decep- 
tion upon an unthinking people. Most 

men can he attracted to a movement 
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having some good and useful reform 

for Us objective. I*'<»r this reason the 

name 1 1 Reform ' ' was put into t he 
cognomen of this Association, when its 

avowed purpose is to inject god into 

the federal and state constitutions, to 

enforce a national observance of Sun- 
day, by law. ami sued other Chris- 
tian ideas, even to injecting the bible 
teachings into matters of government. 

Now to the point, if the speaker 
giving utterance to the .sentiments 
knew anything of the history of this 
country, he would know that the p 
Adels, at least, did not come in o I he 
state after the state was Conned. Be 
would know, if he cared to And out. 
that the Revolutionary Fathers, they 
who actually made i he state, who gave 
their i reasure, their strength ami risk- 
ed then- lives f<»r [ndepen lence, they, 
who led tin- eolonial army, who cheered 
ami encouraged it on its weary march- 
es and kept up the light at the 
bayom i 's point, w ere infidela, and | his 
includes Washington, Paine, Franklin, 
Jefferson, and a host of others, who at 

that time, were tie leaders of Ameri- 
can thought and made the American 
states possible, The infidel tendencies 
of the Revolutionary Fathers led them 

lo adopt a constitution f"r the fuiure 

government of the colonies, now to he 
known as the I fnited Bta «'^. without 
mentioning the name of god, or the 
holy ghost, or the observance of Sun- 
day, facts, which brought their verj 
organisation into existence. So far as 

the state is eoiieerii'd. if. by the term 

is meant government, it was here be- 
fore militant Christianity _:"t b foot 
hold and it is only by t rickery, artifice 
and strategy that tie -' ( Christiana have 
so perverted the avenues of govern- 
ment as to make them lean towards 

Christianity instead of away from it. 

If infidels formed the State they were 

here before the state was formed, and 
the speaker quoted by Mi-. Spies in his 
report, is dear off the track. During 

the revolutionary period tin- Chris 

tians were opposing independence, 
The church taught obedience an I 
subservience to the king. The church 

people were the uiotia re h : st <• . the royal 

ists, the tories of the eohmial days [t 
was an infidel who first suggested, who 

first wrote down, the very idea of 

American Independence, and Paine'a 
Common Sense was the efficient cause 
of eolonial indepen lence from ( treat 
Britain. Another course in American 
history, if any previous sindies have 
been made would prove an eye opener 
to the National Reform Association 
speaker. 

And so. we are poliiely informed, 

that infidels and Jews are merely per- 
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mitted to express their "peculiar 
views" as a 14 COUrtesy M and not as a 
14 right." If there he any man or wo- 
man within the broad territory of 
Uncle Sam's domain, who thinks that 
[nfidels exist and propagate their prin- 
ciples only through courtesy, and 
would like t<> put up an end f <> it. then 
let him try. just once. would 1009 

discover whether it was courtesy of 
right, <>f course, Freethinkers all 

realise, as they have done for years, 
that in the Christian mind there exists 

□either rights or courtesies that are 
not esse Qtialh Christian. Outside of 
Christianity, outside of their teachings 

ami propaganda, there are no rights, 

and men or women assuming to have 
rights, ought to he denied ihem unless 

they conform to Christian ndtlons and 
ideas. Such is the I hrist tan notion of 
Liberty which the National Reform 
Association would invoke upon this 

continent, hut we are thankful, that 
with freethinkers standing guard, 
evt rywhere watchful ami alert, that 
da\ shall never again dawn when any 
Christian church shall have the right 
t<> determine the extent of the people's 

Libert tea. 

Hut. pray, who are these BanctifKed 

toilers who would undertake to inter- 
pret, for America, quite anasked,the 

will of any deity, and w ho would ahro- 
gates fundamental law of the land. Are 

they in anyway responsible for what 
we dot Do we interfere with their re- 
ligious prerogatives or political privi- 
leges 1 If they do not approve of the 
way things are run in America there 

are plenty of vessels leaving our ports 

upon which they can take inunediate 
paasage. 

It is true, and must continue to he 
true, under any and all oircumst anees, 

that government, whatsoever their 

name or profession, must to BOOM ex- 
CUt shadow forth the religious views 

of i he great body of its people, 
whether for or against theological pro- 
tensions, and there can he no sueh 

thing as a minority permitting the 
majority to express their views as a 
mere courtesy mi their part. Nor ean 
there he any justification for cramming 

Unnecessary and useless formulas down 
the throats of dissenters with a police- 
man's eluh. 



if Shakespeare could revise his 

seven au. s of man he would assert that 

in the first he often got neglected, in 
t he second he w as Licked, in the third 

some other fellow stole !, s h, st girl 
friend, and in the Ot hers he w as made 
a mark for the arrows of falsehood and 

slander. Ami think of this in a 
w or Id that is supposed to be Christian. 



BLTJK GRASS BLADE. 



DR. BOWLES 

(By Buck eye) 

Down at Hatte, Indiana, 

Stri\iii". haul to free poor sou I - 

Prom "pemintenl lupontition," 

Uvoe OUT hero, Dr. BowloC. 

God and devil, Ml and heaven, 

All ii Ukfl Mi m\ I li» with him, 
Ami be s| mm I - right out in merlin' 

Something like our Brother Jin. 

Hi mji bum i> sot Immortal] 

I hat death MM! ill pain nnd itrifij 
And thai ii* the height of folly 

To rapid a future life. 

Ho deelnrei thcec foolmh notions 

All moot etrtatnlj begun 
Long before Hi- morn of mImmm 

Dawned upon thi mind of bmib. 

Bowlei i- ipenking, thinking, writing, 
Putting church Ptii d i to thi teatj 
And in Eat tarn Indiana 

lie hi - l( 1 1 1 < N 1 ;i hornet nest, 

With iomi nrtidoi npponring 

In a DipiF ill hil town; 

And tie- random mj tie- Doctor 
[i < Nt n ni. i> bnrd to down. 

lie keep- Uniting while theet |>rie-tl\ 
Hornet- l.n// ul.out his e, i . 

For thifr iting has bntn ratmetid, 
And there'i little toll to fear. 

I'ni. it everything in nntnn 

OouMf of grim nt a nifty , 
Pricnti onn'1 bilp what they an- ioittf— 

Bowloe enn ii-ip it. though, yottH see. 

Thi oWof oujool of this jinojft, 

If I am allowed to Speak, 
I- to iW our family Doctor 
TO prescribe for us eaeh wee,,. 

With the Doctor in the sanctum 

We ironld hinr thi ragit icream. 
Wouldn't hTttghii nnd BowIm and Clnu'lnvworth 

btnki tpanhmg three hoi-,- team? 
Thaj ironld soon Rood hell with water 

From FrOitboughtfl rc-Hth-s itfUam. 
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OPEN LETTER TO THE 

OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE 



Some Reasons Why The Hill For Bible 
In The Schools Ought Not To 
Be Passed. 

To thi Hon. fefemb n o! thi Legislature of 

Oklahoma : — 

I deeiro to «aii, your attontiofl to thi 
Bill providing for thi madin| ol thi Bible 

in the Publk) Bil Ii, Md to state a I w 

objeetioni to it. (l) it is at variance with 

the iplrH of the I . S. Constitution; ;ind bM 

boon m bold by the Courts. (8) It is a re 
ligioni legislation, Inlmioal to the Ropublie, nnd 
to tho Ubertiei of the people, (t) 11 M 
jmnn Legislation, linoi thi Church olaimi but 
ipflOOflOO members on! of i populntkm of 
so.uimi.ooo. in thi United Btatea | n Bnannns 
thi 1908 Report of the Pinitentlnry, ihowed 
thi Chnroh nrTillutiont of thi Parenti of the 
prioottifi and of the io.">.'i prisoner! only -^7 
(twenty MVin) bad no Chnroh nfflllatlonn, 
(g) Beonu <• thi ttatlntiei of tho olty of 
New JTorh ihowed thai «;•"» pet omt. of its 
juvenile erlminali weri of Cutholks Parent* 
sge. (g) Beeauie nJotorj ihowi that, in ail 
Christondoni, 'Ik* morn reJigta]* thi people 
are the more ignorant nnd criminal. (7) 

Biinttii, it would opijl t lie door lor a never 

ending Religious War. with porioention, thi 
thumb-screw, the rack, the itake*and torch 
for it- nrgumentu, (S) BoeauM the oppo* 
-ition would ifi to it that thi Jowlih Bible ] 
thi Ontholie Btblni and the Mormon Biblo 

had an BQjUi] ihow with any other. (0) 

Beonuao, Religion and Liquor tend to rob a 
man of bii roaaon, nnd produoi Insanity. 
(10) Bscausc tho Bible in moot common nss 

i- unlit to I... in the bandl of children M 

account, of it- obscenity, undor any other 
eovii it sou Id not be -out through the 
United state- \ i .» i i - , nnd nroold not be to! 
orated in tin-' book -stores. (11) Boonune, 

after yOSli of OOUtrovUTBy over the eubjool 

"Hhe Bibli in the Bohooln" the Bohool Bonrd 
of Chicago, bni nicely excluded tin- Bibli 

and MU1 lo Jnpnn for a nop) of their "Code 
of Moral- (lg) nBOmnm. the Church is 

Inherently opponod to IVne thought, Pro a 
ipeeeli nnd Pree-preeo, without which the 

PBOPLK cannot maintain tlnur LIBERTIES. 
Ronpeoi fully nubmli ted : 

A. 1). MA RULE, 
oki.ihon.a. ( it % Okkv., Pen. 10, IMt 



Thin is only one cure for pubtti distn - 
and that is puldic education. 

The modern majeetj consists in nmrk. 
What man ean do i- hi- gmntnei ornament. 



Do not conline your children to your own 
Ion ITllng. Thi} were horn in another time. 
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Cbc Blade's Correspondence | 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



!. v MILLED The Blade Appreciate! your 
kindly feelings. Boob expression! of <."'<>d will 
,iiw ; « \ « encourage 

B. I). M 41 man. Thanki for renewal 
Hare answered personal question! by letter. 
Glad you like the Blade m much batter. 

0. i:. ALEXANDER. — You promise of help 

sppreeiated. Only by such i peratioa will 

out eause be able t.» win out. 

T. L, WATSON. Sample oopiei nave been 
■ant to names and a d d r s u ss gives u< 
Think- for the Interest ihown. it le ■ real 
pleasure, tometimea, to be sailed ■ foe I. «n 
oonrse, it depends largdj spos the caller. 

w. ii. BTEEN.- Thanki for renewal We 
contemplate further Improvement! if our 
1 1 lends oulj bucklt t<» and betp ai to Ine r ea n 
the circulation. 

THOMAS .1. TETER— Thai hi «•»'«' ol the 
glorioui privilege! «>t' being ;< Freethinker, in 

that a man can call himself whatsoever he 

d ies. if out position i< a/ell defined, 

GEORGE DAHLHAUER.- Thanki rot your 
kindly Interest in the Blade. It' a reader eanj 
no< help one uuj he eaa another and getting 
I he Blade into mora hoinei i- ;« good a/ay. 

( . | let have been sen 1 a- directed. 

DORA I'd < mini./ V • initial effort If 

excellent. Wc arc tlevhltng a plan that will 
be OSlculated t<» render just 'he Kind of 

sssistnnoe seeded ai small coat. W ill enlarge 
upon it later, in the Binds. 

\ \ BK1 i . st D. — Many thanki for your 
manifeststiofl of appreciation. We hope •» 

hear from you SgaUL 

.1. w. GILBERT. Many thinks. Just 
watch the Binds. 

ALLEN JOHNSON. Til years itaei Kaal 

Wl met bu< old friend- ITS by no mean- for 

gotten. Man.\ mllsi Intervene but distance 
cannot break the bonds of Preethoughl hn 
ternallsm. 

BUZABITH J. P1ERCY \\v hilly spurs 
Bints your attitude and we have t M<« n the 
privilege <>f using ;> portion <-i enclosed letters 
for ;k eomment. BuperstRion is persistent. 



A. I). BTONEMAN Vour letter! have been 
received. We de-ire to thank you for the 
interest ihown. 



Splendid tor the Cause. 



MARIETTA, 0.— The Paine Memorial din 

ner of the Buckeye Secular i nlon, Club No. i. 
.it Dennison, Ohio, wrai .\ grssi ineeeii. in 
ipite <•( the bliaaard of the day before which 

blocked the train that NTS! to bring one of the 

■peakers, and in euftc of the cold wind and 
ley itrseta twsuty»ssvsn people sat around 
the long table loaded with good thing! to eat 
■nd deeomted with carnations. Everyone 
icemed glad to meet everyone elssj old 

friends were gf SS i s d and new friendships 

formed. 'The only thing to be regretted wni 
i in- absenoi of some we hoped to see. 

'The after dinner ipflCchei were very inter 
estinj: indeed. As BSUSl at such BSating! 

people wanted to hear sboui Thomai Paine] 

and more and more about 'Thomas Paine. 'The 

eight frentlemen who spoke pleased ev er y o ne. 
Ideai differed ■omawhat on iome point- of the 

discussion, hut nothing interfered with the 
friendly enjoyment of all. 

One gentlemen in ipeaking of Roosevelt 
and Paine, remembering heaven born charity, 
said BooocvcH made mlitakes. Another 
charged that lie never corrected his mistakei. 
sun mother said that Paine did not make 
mistakes. The three ■pecker* together made 
up ;i pretty good shori history of the esaocN 

lion of the names of the little preeldeut SUd 
the grssi author hero 

'The towns of Dennison. ITrlehville, Mid\ale. 
New Philadelphia an ! ('.mil Dover are fortu 

nnte in having bright minded rationalist! who 

are so much credit to the MUSS, It would 
OS i good plan for other town- and for county 

ichool districts to borrow their organiser to 

help start more secular (JnloU Clubs. 

HELEN M. LUCAfl 



Likes the Improvement 

Bin DER, TEXAS.' I think the ityk of 
tie- Binds i- mush Improved. Wish l could 
•snd you rabstsatlal assistance, hut do not 

fed aide at present. 

Will send you IOUM BamSf "f Freethinkers 

who may besoms susncribers. >»hy do re 
save m many different name- as Libsrnls, 
Preethmksrs, Materlallets, Agnostic, Medals, 

AthSttta, etc.? Isn't it a foet, we are all 

Agnostics, OHhodos church members snd 

\x for myself I am tin Atheist in helief. l.ut 
in reality an AgUOStk foff I do not know 
Who does? TIIOS .!. 'VVVVM 



Blade Pleased Him. 



CHBWSVILLE, stO. — 1 write to oongratu- 

late you <>n the impio\ ement of the l&lade; 
quite a mrpriss to Ml it s en out in its new 
cost urn.' and especially the Pain." Memrial 
BUmbsr, which i- worth the price of the paper. 

Mad l the means l would contribute often. 

ami much to vindicate that good nnd nob.e 
man. I have been brought up in the church 
and the |im I herd them tell about that man 
S/srs too mnoh for me. I was M years old 
when I Brst read his AgS of BssnOU !Ud it 
lUrprissd me to 1 hardly kn< w which to be- 
lieve until I InvSStigatsd further and found 
to my •atiafnstlon they were deliberate lies. 
I can now ice our true benefactor in the 
true liebt and I hope it will in the near 
tut uie reach many more. 

It it did not take s,, much of your time 
would give you a little history of my re 

llgioui experience. 

GEO. DAHLHANER 



More Help is Promised. 



CHAM I l\ R AN — The Pd .de in its SOW 

die- i< before me, it Is |nsi tine. Keep the 

good Old nam.' ;it the head in honor of ths 

founder, j 1 Charlie Moore. W ill Ml whnt 

I can do to h. |p a- IOOO a- I tan be out. Hope 

all readeri will help. C, B. ALEXANDER. 



More Encouragement 



BIGOURNKV, lOWA.Enclooed Ind H.00 to 

be applied as follows: lb-ticw my own Ittb 

icriptlon one ysnr. Thh win move me ahead 

M uch 1. IQOS, lor the balance move my 
brother I.. 0. Neuman of thll place ahead one 
year. 'This will make ail date of expiration 
■OHM tiUM in April, 1909. 

We are rery much pleased with the new 
Iliad.- and trust yOU may be able to keep the 
Bdgl -harp and the swath wide and dcUf). 

B. I) NEUafl w 

Can Count on Him. 

PRIEND, NEB -I am pliaild to know that 
yon have Mr. Cha rleswort h with you and wish 
to congratulate you on the improved appear 
ind of the Plade. It can always count on 

me.— J, w. GILBERT. 



Helps Us. Anyway 

MOl \ l \ ILLS, CA.-l am suing to settle 

up with you before a grssi while. I am the 
only fooi in this town; yon ssa guess what Vm 

in' against I will gfn you the names of 

ioms men who think us you do. — T, l- V7AT 
st >\ 
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Good Cheer From Far West 

SIERRA hTADRE, OAL— Your change m the 

Ulade is a good one, and your courage and 

pereietenee in staying with the paper through 

it- up- and down- i* commendable. You 
have done pood work under many difficulties, 
and de-cned appreciation i- tell by Free- 
thinkers has not siways been upw ii l To 
defend prtaaleei pr i r l loge of Iraotlwwfht 

and freesp.ech you have saei iliced much, and 
few of us who priiM tlii-* privilege would 
have done what you have, though no man 

cm Btttef tin- ITeeil i_' 1 1 1 m< einent SXPSOt' 

inp to prolit — financially or to escape losses. 

in writing you i tow irordi of encourage* 

mcnt I wi h it WOI poeoible foT Bit to 

reader mon eoeietanoe thaa hooping up my 
Kubtcriptioo, but i moil itoat blind in one 
ijrt lad the otlier in such a condition 
much of tin- time it is impossible to see 
clearly, prevents. Therefore good wilhos 
are all I can send and of them I -end many. 

booing that you a tx i Chartaworth will make 

thingl hum from 1 1 j i — -n Mid SM :> much 

lengthened subscription Hot. I bare always 
regretted tht dieappearanee of Charleewortii 
from the Freet bought moTomoni but no om 

can hlame a man for dropping— to sustain 
their speaker- and thi OBM WUO fight the 
common fa — roligkmi MfOtfl and fanatics. 
In freethou-ht and free p. SOU liberty and 

p r o g ress trt bedded, and every paper that 

• • \ i-t - to defend and in-ure bo th, is one of 
the worlds penuiiif saviours, beside which 
the religious kind sinks into utter insipnifi- 

noncti a- thought i- the ooa troll lag power 

in men'.- notioni right thinking ll a prime 

■eoeeiitjr. and men thinking muel and will 

eome thromjh fieedom from restraint. So 

Inek to you and mny the future be brighter 
than the pent/ -< BANNING SEA ERANCE 



The Best Paper Yet. 

GARITWELL, mo.- in ohiilenii to your 
roqaeot I will toil you what I think of the 

Blade. It is the most mterOOtflg of any and 
all the pap. r- it has been my good fortune 
to read. It- eontribttton are men and wo- 
men of education and good 10900, and above 

ail, free from bypoeriey. it i- Impoaelble for 
nn- to enpiani my eppraelatioa of the many 
baaatifnl thonghti expn wed la it- pagee by 
the editor and his oontribotore, I have 
tried to lecture you lome subceriben bore but 

so far hi\M' failed. One is afraid of his wife, 
another of his hu-ine-- . tad M on. NottC Oi 

them ha\e the hoaeetj of theii eoarietioni 

or the manhood to -land bj what thev be 
iie\e to be right. If J oil OOOld Strip all mOfl 
of bypOOriey and doctgl irhaf an army of 

freethinkere would be exhibited to the world. 
So don't gel dieeottraged Iff Hughes, yon are 
doiti'.' i aoble srork for humanity and you ar< 
aeeompliehing mon 1 than you ere probablj 
aware of. It would be a pleaottro to Die to 
ifaiol you financially had I the means to do 



-o. I hive finished reading the "Rome Book'' 
and WOUld like to deeoribe m.v appreciation of 
it and it- author OOUld I hud WOfdl in the 

EngH h Language -mii-ient to do so, but 
it i- beyond mj power and l will not attempt 
it— d. \\. PARSONS. 



How lo Help The Cause. 

QRANTJORK, ILL. — NoUeing oa Mm 

wrapper of the Blade that my sub- 
-(•ripti(Pi) ha- run out 09 DeotmbOf 7th. 
1007, end M I cannot do without the Blade, 

I eneloee i poetal money order for one dollar 

and | half fof another year, M ploate shove 
my tap tO Dec. 7th. l!>os. I like the style of 

th Blade, in it- pre-ent form i great deal 
better, than the old style bulky paper. I 
•end ail of my Freethoughl pa pore, whieh is 

a whole '"t . to other parties, Mich as Sunday 

- . Teachers end Bkj pUota and whore 
I know partiee thai eon and will send 
i hem. I generally tend oni ■ whole basket full 

■ •f I i ■cct liou^ht paper- at once, and it is 
b..und to ,|o -..me (rood for tmr mutual caune. 
U the Blade, at pre-ent. makes | better 
eppearanoa, and ll nicer tO mall than before. 
I admire it I gfl at deal more and the read- 
ing matter i- splendid, it i- bound to do 

good work for the eaUSS I wish e\ery liber- 
al, would do. m I do. with the libera] papere. 
it would (a lp the eaaee along. 

AN ION J, KRAFT. 



Kidder a Corker. 
OHRIBHAN, ii.i.s- i beewwitl s,. n <l you 

Poetofflol onhr for |1J0, This will shove 

my ■ddreee ilip up to dan. 1000, 

Oh but that Kidder ll I eorkc. And what 
i the matter with John F. Clarke, Mr<. 
lb n.y. J, a Wilson and Mix Otoei and all 
| I writer- (an a freethinker advocate 

Prohibition 1 That i- a funny question. I 

« ii in I ProhibHiOfl i- the meanest word in the 

English language. ?ou ennnoi prohibit nny 

thlng. I am like you and Dr. d. ]*. Wil-on 
on that point . Tfcoat who make the law 
I now that it wfl] be broken. That is the 
way the law maker- in;ike a living. 

I hate been a manor of the Blade for 

about 12 years. 1 will lay I sOonl reader of 
the Blade, 1 know my inability to writ<. 
I wai tatlghl to farm. I 001 lOW Oato, |)lant 
c(»rn, di^' potatoes, threeh wheat, hunt hens' 
n-'-t ;ind s|o|» the boge, but writing for pub- 
lication- I norar learned. ROBERT PORTER. 



A Great Improvement. 



COVINGTON, KY. Your recent kind 
I i w.i- wore received. I am much pleased 

with yon? new hfagaeiaa it is aniejna. 
Qr< ii Improvements I om also highly grati- 
Bod :<t the appaarnaee of Mr-. Joiophine K. 

1 1 « - f i * v in you! column-. Mrs. Henry writes 
with a gmphJe pan, No platitudes, as \> 
often the style of some of our prolific 



u i it i r- of today. With your .sanction T shall 
oiler you lOflM of the thoUghte of a. nionojjen 
arian, whOBO da\- arc iicarim: their end. 
Crude they may be. but po-sihly acceptable 
to lOSM Of your many r.-ader-. My 02nd 
anniversar\. on Sunday January 10th, WM 
very plea-ant allair. Our friend, author and 
hi. rat u. r. Dr. d. B. W il-on. and his amiab'<" 
wife, were in attendance. The Doctor is a 

moei eaeouragiag eonrorantionnlMt. 

sii.as ROCKWELL. 



Splendid Compliment. 

COVINGTON , KY. — Comprehensive con 

gratnlntione on tho Blade'e Improrod form 

and ftttraothre new feature-. I have been so 
much on the erfag of late that I had not 
•eon the paper since the chanuc until today. 
You arc doing a wonderful Work, and your 
journal is one of the moat positive forces 
and potent factors in the Wi 00 thought prop- 
aganda to day. More strength to your arm 
and more power to your Blade — if -uch a 
thin^ be poeeible. — ! WALTEB III RT. 

Thanks to the Blade. 

PITTSBbRG, l»A.— Many thanks for your 
kind favor of F»bruary 17th al-o for the copy 
of your excellent paper, the BlttO Omoe BhUU, 

whlofl you so Ihoughtfully een1 me. I did 

not thitth in my Mm] that 1 had misinter 

prated your spirit and that of your pubUea- 

tion. four paper i- too broad to admit an\ 

one ■i d odneee into its oommne. I thank you 
fop preioattng my article to your readers 

and will make the facts known to my or 

reepondente when they qnaotlon me with re 

gard tO this matter. 

'Mi.c more thanking you for your kin ineoi 
and wishing >oii every eneeeee in your w«»rk, 
l em— HARRISON D. BARRBTT. 



Don't Change the Name. 

i PLAND, INI). — To ehange the name ..f the 
Bine Qraae Blade would bo without nommaneu 

rate leuior to its late founder. Mr. Moore, but 
rather -ee the old mMM foetoonad wRh fat 
live blue graai blades and load -terns— the 
baek plant perennial for the most suece-^ful 
methods in a-ricull ure in the great middle 

want, and would earneetly advocate extending 
ii- ueefulneei thronghonl the mdigenous soils 
..i onr fait mad m i literal isnee ednenthre 
to common seaee rationaiiam. -I. M. ItlLLKR, 



From One Who Will Help. 

ARCHIE, mo tneloeed ploaae tad P. o. 

money odrOf for $1J0, f<»r whmh mark up 

the Blade for another year. Am well pleaaed 

with tlx ehnnge ami think it looks much bet 
teff in its new diaee. Keep on in the wav you 

have started out end you are bound t.» meoeed. 
The paper onghi t(» have .0.1100 snnoerfbori 

and I intend to do what little I ean to si 
lend its eii i-ulat ion. Nave bOOU -ick with 
Lavrippe hut when I gat well and spring 

onane up yon may expod t«» hear from me 
with a pood siaed club— W. 11. STEEN. 
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One Way To Help Us. 

My hi. ii.l. Mr. 0. !>. Kay. has handed me 

upon wrml oeeaaioni your publications in 

which 1 bare bra Interested $"00 m;iy plaCS 
DM upon voiir subscription list. 

w ALTER A. 1AYLOR 



Still Another Good Word. 

I notice greet Improvement in the lilade 
.mil I contra tu late you on it. The shape and 

ty p e o cttmg both moh niueh better, Abo the 

•Oft raits and biographies an v.«ry inter 
eeting. \Dl)i^(»\ LOG AM 



Just Suits Him. 

YUKON, (>KI. A.— Your paper -nits me. 
Would bats to do without .i. Hare fust (in 
(•bed reading th" Paini Issue and think it 
a Gem, Nom oonld not overdraw Peine. Eft 

irai on,, of tin- fTeateit men that ever lived. 

None likt bin. R. El smith. 



An Encouraging Letter. 
MADISON, (J.V—l .,.n,l herewith post 

office monej order for 15.00 t"i which lend 
the Blade to the aejBei snemeed. i was, 
perhaps, tin- tir-t on,- to suggest t > i « * change 
to the magasine rorm although I may not be 
the Iret to itad yon mhm fasnoial help. I 

wish for the permanent sueces- of the Blade 
and w i>h all Liberals would make up and 
see that it gets proper support. Ite cautious 
ebottt changing the name. Do not make 

any ebnnge unices tin- majority of the roadari 

vote for it or a-k you to do SO, There is 

some ri>i< I bare eot i ■ itroug aao yg h to 

write and I send you the enclosed order with 

the eon subseriben a- a rahetftvte. 

—A. \. MQ i. M. D. 



Joy and Sorrow Mixed. 

OORP1 s < in: is ri . i i \ \- i regret to 
■tata that Brother II. 0, Rogereoa, well known 

i- a I'l eel h inker, died here about two weeks 
igO of pneumonia. He bad a big heart. He 

originallj came from North Caroline, ami bai 
been in different parti ol Texaa. lb- irai 
about 71 jreari of agi and bad lived in Corpus 
Chrietl for :> year-. n<- was well axed to 
live but had to die and died iritbout fear m 
m bad no belie! in eaj lit" after tin- mid wns 
a nmtsrlaliititi a t he ist . 1 want to sougretu< 
hit,' you on Hi.- improvement made in the 
Blade an. I th.it you have fot Brother Oharlei 

Worth with you. M \ self and family re- 
member him well a- OUC of our beet friends 

when we wen living at Dallaa. He made one 

«»f th, -t. beautiful funeral ■ddronai i 

ever heard ;it our home when .air little -on. 
Watson Set ton Johnson, died. We aleo re 

member him as tin- bc-t l.rliini ever to set 

foot on the platform at Liberty Hall in 
Dallas where the freethinker*! Aaeoelation 
bald Hj wi ftaa ipaaki of bli ablf 



and bnmorouj defend of bet in :i ahlekai ease 

•rhieh got M into c urt at Dallas. 

- Al l I N JOHNSON. 



In Love With the Blade 



QUASQUKTON, I A. — Pleaee !«-t bm know 
whether yon can fnrnleh me with all the 
writ mil's "i Bneaa 1. Pooh ! 

I thought I had saved everj eonj <»f the 
Made -in.*.' I begaa taking it. ai I pram 

them very highly, and would not loose a 

copy for Anything if l oaa help it. but I 

want to L r et all of Susan .1. Peck - writings if 
poeelblo. WO O 01 send me a copy of the 

Virgin Mary, by M <;ri««r KkUor. Aleo a 

li-t of th,' freethonght books you have for 
*alo. I wish the Wade had been issued in 
th,' form yon have it now n that I could 
hare them bound. How nice it will be to 
li;i\«' them put in book form, say. three or 

-i\ mouths editions toge t her . 1 road svsrj 

I ss u e from SOVSr t. cover and talk Free 

thought to every body who aranti ><» bear 

anything in thai Una, and I think I am leav- 
ing an Impression on many minds, especially 

the yonng people. Some of the older <>n"- 
sn like mountains, they cannot be moved 
v I) BTONEMAN 



Thanks The Blade. 

0TT0SEN, iowa A ...us of it hart re- 
cked and wi-h to thank you for the kind 

enoou ra ge m s a t it contained. I rsettas, fully. 

the difficulties SOn f rontmg I teacher in any 
attempt to furtlur lib. ral ideas. 1 ihall 
study to be able at some .uture time to do 
something of real value. Thank you for 

referring me to Mr-*, doe. 
Rare reos l ved my Irai aopy of the *Vlade." 

The -ubseription w a - Mttt in by a friend. 
1 have long wanted it. and feel \,r\ much 

p l ea s ed that I can now hare it. Beyond a 

doubt it is priceless to liberal thinkers and 

all who would educate themselven ewaj from 

mperatltlon. I Intend t,. be a permanent 
reader of the Ulad. and know it will be a 

gr it benefit to i„ ( . DOH \ BU0KH0LS. 



No Longer a Chuuh Member. 

UXJI8VTU B, kv.- Enclosed yon will tnd 

three dollars (gg.90) to pay what I owe and 
lipto nest November. 

I am very sorry that y00 hid to wait -o 
long. Sfon know mat I wrote and told you 
my condition and SSksd yon to di-eontinue it 
but yon was kind enough to -end it with- 
out the money, which I vcrv muoh apple. in,- 

I think you have made a giant improve 
men! in the paper and I like it very much. 

I have not been t>» chureh foi eight yean 
and I told the preacher that i was an 

Agnoetk) and did not believe in the bible and 
to plea-e take mv name oil of the church 
book and ot my IllnOM from September. 
I KM to September 1007 not on,' of the BJSJJI 



ban Sam* t me and I came very near 

dying, I sand yon a letter that I received 

from the church. You ran publish it if you 
v\ Ish and comment on it. 

H [ZABETB J. riKRCY. 



RFLIGION IN THE NAVY 



(Continued from pajre 3) 

"That sagaeioui gray matter, in Washing 

ton. whi.h is controllinp the destinies of us 
fortunate mortal- in the navy. took eo^ni/anee. 
a- did my young friend, of these coenoinans. 
and realised the mot that this turbulent §Ie< 
mont, with minds still in the middle apes, 
OOUld I" 1 properly controlled only through its 
luperstitions, and now thirty three per cent, 
of our chaplains are catholic priests. And the 

results iu-tify the sonelnsion. 

"Nothing th.it has served it- turn is al- 
low, id to outlive it- saefumaai in the naryi 

it mu>t L'ive place to that which is of 

greater utility. The protectant ohaplaia i- 
going <Mir with the brown prnunatls powder, 

while the disciples of dynamite are toming 
in with the smokeless variety. Moth of th> -e 

aew*eoniera am rery aseful it present — I 
hardly know how wa could manags <>ur nam! 
setabllahmont with any lam of either: but 

in time, and it will not be Ion?, the liberal 

education of the mass is will render the ana 

obnoxious and de-pi. able, while science, in the 
manipuhit ior» of ,de, trieit v SUd liquid air. 
will place the other anion- the has-beens. 



RAILWAY MEN, ATTENTION! 

if you need a Watch to meat the now re- 
quimmenti of the Railway Berriee, study well 

.ind BOmpnra prices of these (18 size) b ver- 

set Watches i BAHPDEN, 'Spaeia] Rattwny" 
■2:\ iewds, |M| "NEW RAILWAY," U |owom, 
|B9] "CRESCENT BTR." 21 jewels, |BS40| 
same, It jewel-. |sX>| "gig" nww model, 21 

jewels, sit!; ELQDft "Vsiitaa," 23 jewels. 
|89] "Father 'lime. 21 jewel-. $22.50; "B. 

\\ . Raymond,* 1 19 jewel-. |90; some, 17 jew- 
el- sl^:>.». All the above in 3 or 4 ounce Sil- 
rerina Bcrow Caee, prepaid, with guarantee 

that each watch is latest improved of grade 
specified, now and psrfeft, ami will pass 

ri'jid railway Inspection. In gold tilled eases, 
guaranteed by nmnufacturan for •_'."> jraara, 

|p more. Have adverti-cd in this paper 
since tir-t issue. 

diamonds, n:\Ki.s. OtFALS, ITU, 

I mi an Snail in this line and will save 
vou -0 p, i cent it yon wiil order ol me. Kn- 
gsgement and weuuing rings a specialty. 

Sen. i foi price b>t of emtcnos not listed 
shorn, Jewelry, Preethougbt Badgaa, Ingereoll 

Spoons, Rings, Silwr and Plated Ware. Pp 
tical Goods, and my tract. ' Theism In The 

Orudbie" free. 

0T1O WSTTfTUN, 

I ill range, Cook County 
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Three of WINWOOD READE'S 
Celeb rated W orks. 

Martyrdom of Man. 

NOW IN ITS TWELFTH EDlTiON. 



TUU »«-.k iva very i 
showing what tl > r.u. I 
••nt plane It show* he 
III for Itbt 



pH-tun-l syiiopM* <>f universal hi-tory. 
ieru'.'ni. -,t» inartyr loin— in it* rise to its pres. 
i m i rarlfton bira bttn oNMiti factors 

nd the hut . l.apt. r, MM 150 



puiceM. describe* Ins intellectual struwle from the animal pe- 
riod of the earth to the present. addinK an outline of what the 
author conceives would be u p dig ion of NMKM and love. 



■eligton c 

CLOTH. 91.00. 



The Outcast 



tup rstitl 



>mion that exista In th« Chnrch. it porttmyi a vivid picture 
■Stf who wu* honwtt enough to throw oft the t-huckles of 

Cloth, 75c. net; postage, lOc. 



THE VEIL OF ISIS, OR THE 

piysterles ot me Droits. 

1 i.i- Int n uttni irorl five l n rv clear und accurate ac- 
count of the earliest fonnution of Keligioii and Freciua-sonry. 
Many of the Ancient riu-s and nivstenous ceremonies that are 
Mad by the OburcbOl and Masonic opten, are her. given 
in detail tad itaowt ooocluaively bow they originated 

Cloth, 01.OO net s postage, 14c. 

BLUE 6&ASS SLAD£, Fnb-, Soz 393, LsxingtoD, K7. 



FLORIDA AND mum 
NEW ORLEANS «* 



1 VIA 



QUEEN 8 CRESCENT ROUTE 

Winter Tourist Tickets gtffc£^&!g 



U. C. RISC, C. P. 8 T. A, 111 Main St.. Llla«lon. Ky. 



Get in line. Join the Army of Blade 
readers. 



DOG FFNNEL 



In 



THE ORIENT 

by 



When a \oung man t lie author had started 
nit to walk through the Holy I and* on foot. 
Reaching Pfcrli bt gav« up the journey and 
returned homo. He made the trip by rail 
and boat about three years before his death. 
This book gives an account of what he saw 
and explodes numerous Christian myths. It 
i- specially suitable tor a 
Cloth Bound, 350 Pages. 

No Freethinker should be without it. 

Address orders to 

BLUI ORAM blank. 
Lexington, Ky. 



A TRIP TO ROME 

uy 

DR J. B. WILSON. 

The International Congress of Freethinkers 
INM held in the City ot Rome, Italy, Sep 
tember II, l!h)4. The author attended that 
OoagrtM as the American delegate. It is an 
account of travel and personal experiences 
ihat has received an universal encomium from 
pies, and people. In it religious dogmas and 
.ales of priestly fiction are ruthlessly ex- 
/Omd while the general style is without com 
parison in American literature of travel. 

Cloth bound, 360 pages, illustrated. 
Postpaid $1.25. 



BLUI ORAM BLADE 
Lexington, Ky. 



The Virgin cTVlary 

By M. Grier Kidder 
Paper 10 Cents 



This article fir-t appeared in the columns 
of the Blade and Editor Moore and .lames 
R. Hughes were indicted by the federal 
QnMd jury at Louisville for sending ob 
MM matter through the mails. The prose- 
cution was dismissed. The article was then 
repuhli-hcd in the Made and later put into 
pamphlet form. Thousands of copies have 
ban sold. It is a useful missionary docu- 
ment. Full of humor and argument. 

Twelvt oopiei for |Mtf 

BLUI (]RASS BLADE, 
Ky. 
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